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How to Mend 
Broken China 

The China- that the newspapers 
tell us about is not the only - 
China.= The great majority of the 
400,000,000 of Chinese live in 
villages, and they are quiet, indus-
trious folk, who only ask to be 
allowed to do their work in peace. 

It is largely among these that the 
500 colporteurs of the Bible Society 
find purchasers and readers of the 
Holy Scriptures. 

Translated into Chinese, and printed 
by Chinese in Chinese style, the 
Scriptures come to the: people, not 
as a foreign' book, but as one appeal-
ing to universal man: 

In China the Bible Society sold last 
year 3,875,000 copies of Scripture 
—mostly Gospels. This was an 
increase of 714,000 over the-
number for 1923: 

Out of every ten books sold by the 
Society last year, about four were 
sold in China. 

China is the greatest market in 
the world fin books. If a book 
goes on selling there in increasing 
numbers year by year, it can only 
mean that it commends itself to 
the people. 

What China needs is not less but 
more of Christian principle in 
every department of its life. The 
Bible Society aims at putting the 
Book which enshrines those prin-
ciples into the hands of all Chinese. 

Gifts may be sent to the 
Secretaries, The British & Foreign 
Bible Society, 146 Queen. Victoria 
Street, London; E.C.4. 

THE Manchester Conference has to deal with great 
and grave issues. Routine business takes up a 
great deal of the time of Conference, though some of 
thiS time might be saved if Secretaries would take 
for granted, as they are justified in doing, that repre-
sentatives have carefully-  studied the Blue . Book. 
Conference is a deliberative assembly, not a mere 
joint committee of the Church's institutions, and this 
year's discussions concern interests that are vital to 
the whole catholic-  Church. 	Christian assemblies 
have always been the repositories of great trusts, 
and never more so than in these momentous days. 

Christian- Re-Union. 
On the question of Re-union we are at one. If the 

phrase may be allowed, we are united on Re-union. 
We are united on Methodist Re-union as a first step, 
for us, towards a larger fellowship. Those who have 
taken the most active part in opposing the present 
Scheme of Union profess themselves ardent Union-
ists. We have not heard a single voice saying, "I 
am opposed to Christian Unity," and it is safe to 
say we never shall. 

Is it too much to ask those who. rejoice in the unity 
of prayer and worship and service that they shall 
cease their opposition to unity in lesser considera-
tions? Some representatives to Conference will 
preach in Wesleyan and Primitive Methodist 
Churches, and they will share in the common and 
blessed love of Christ and vision of Truth which these 
churches enjoy. We shall pray together, sing to-
-gether, worship together, realize together our one-
ness in otir Redeeming Lord and in the experience 
of His grace; and can we any longer justify our 
divisions because in some lesser matters, matters of 
opinion in government, we hold divergent views? 
The overwhelming majority, of Methodist people say 
they cannot any longer justify these divisions, and 
are prepared for Union. The time has come for 
differences to recede into the background, and our 
great agreements to bear fruit in a re-united Metho- 
dist Church. 	If we concentrate on those truths and 
experiences we have in common, and refuse to give a 
disproportionate place to minor diforences, the vote 
that will be given at Conference on Union will be 
decisive. An opposition automatically contracts itself 
out of all serious and dignified discussion when it 
talks of "a great betrayal," "shameless bargains," 
and " wily Wesleyan wire-pullers." We are reminded 
of George Eliot's saying that opposition becomes 
sweet to a man who christens it persecution. 

Calvary Cannot be Beaten. 
A great vision of home evangelization is opened 

up by the far-seeing proposal to raise X100,000 for 
extension work. Buildings, ministerial supply, 
adequate support for agents have their place in the 
consideration of spiritual advance. 	But they are, 
after all, subordinate matters. The moral power for 
reforming the individual and the nation comes from 
the cross of Jesus. Not much by way of equipment 
is of vital necessity for the preaching of the cross. 
" I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all 
men unto Me." A Church that is crucified with 
Christ is the greatest redemptive force among 
mankind. 

Can we not come to grips with the problem in the 
Conversation on the Work of God? Is Calvary being  

beaten ? Sometimes we doubt and wonder ; some-
times we fear we are losing ground. Old vices 
revive ; old superstitions reassert themselves ; evils 
we had thought banished again flaunt themselves un-
ashamed. But Calvary cannot be beaten unless the 
Church abandons her task. 	We have received a 
kingdom that cannot be shaken, except by her own 
defection. The triumph of Jesus over the world is 
certain, if only His followers continue loyal. 

The main question therefore is the measure of our 
love and zeal and faith and vision of God. Has Jesus 
still our unswerving loyalty and unwearied co-opera-
tion? He has sounded forth the trumpet that shall 
never call retreat. So long as we are swift to answer 
Him ;, so long as our feet jubilantly march in step 
with His, He marches on to victory. We do not 
write this in opposition to the proposal of the Sheffield 
District. No doubt some may think the time in-
opportune for starting another large fund ; the trade 
depression is not favourable for launching schemes 
of this kind. We do not share this opinion ; but we 
are concerned to point out that advance does not 
wait on increased material resources. Extension is 
more a matter of richer intensive life than of addi-
tional outside means. 

More Ministers Wanted. 
The shortage of ministers is involved in the 

problem of the Church's intensive life. The Chris- 
tian ministry offers one of the finest spheres in these 
days for aggressive • living. A man can play safe 

-with life in any calling more easily than in this. 
There is, of course, no risk of unemployment in the 
conventional sense of the word for an earnest 
minister. In this sense it is a " safe " life. But in 
no other sense is it safe. This is one of its glories. 
It is a sphere of splendid risks, of audacious ven-
tures', of high-striving ambitions that might easily 
fail—as the world reckons. A minister is certain to 
lose much in the course of his life. He will not get 
much money. He will have very little leisure. He 
will always carry a cross. But in real joy and hap-
piness in life's completest satisfactions, he will leave 
others a long way behind. 

It is a matter for regret that we shall have to take 
men from _college before their term of training is 
complete. But our exacting course of study during 
a young minister's probation will help to remedy 
any defect that may be occasioned by a 'shortened 
college career. And we believe that the young men 
themselves will see to it they will not suffer in their 
equipment for their high task by having to enter upon 
active work a year before they had anticipated. We 
have confidence that they will not slacken in their 
enthusiasm for study because of the demands unex-
pectedly made upon them in their larger sphere. 

The new policy outlined in the Foreign Mission 
secretariat will be carefully and sympathetically con-
sidered. A new appointment must be made in the 
office that is vacant through the death of the Rev. 
Joseph Foster. The subject dealt with in our leading 
article last week, that of our Sunday Schools, should 
have earnest consideration. Our schools are our 
pride, and we cannot allow them to fail. And fail 
they will not 	while summoning up remembrance 
of times past, we meet the coming day with courage 
and imagination. 

The supreme court of our Church which opens next 
weekLin Manchester requires that all who attend its 
sessions, and the vaster number who look to it from 
afar, should daily seek the grace that is brought nigh 
to us by the revelation of Jesus Christ, so that its 
discussions and decisions may receive His approving 
seal. 

Some Vital Issues of the Conference. 



TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
It will be a great convenience- if correspondents will 

send items of " news." and other Editorial communica-
tions not later than Monday of each week, otherwise 
no guarantee can be given that they will appear in next 
issue. Address : 

The Editorial Office, 
"United Methodist" 

12 Farringdon Avenue, 
London, E.C.4. 

CONFERENCE BLUE-BOOK. 
The Conference Blue-book was deSpatched on Satur-

day to all who are entitled to attend Conference. If 
any member of Conference has not received the copy 
will he please communicate with the Book Steward, 12, 
Farringdon Avenue, London, E.C. 4. 

The. book officially 'styled "Agenda of Business and 
Blue Book" contains nearly three • hundred closely 
printed pages. It is, of course, printed by The Magnet 
Press, and this is sufficient guarantee of its excellence! - 
It would be difficult to imagine a cleaner and neater 
production.' Representatives will value the wide mar-
gins. There is room for full notes of the speeches 
intended' to be delivered—some of which will- be duly 
fired off, and others will not. Newcomers to Con-
ference find their greatest difficulty in letting off tl eir 
first speech ; but this one getting well off each vict( ry 
helps some Other to win. But the first shot is a •  great 
trial. 

UNITED METHODIST MAGAZINE—JULY ISSUE. 
May--we call the attention of readers to the July issue 

. of our monthly. Magazine, in which there appear 
featui-es of more than ordinary interest. "The.  Con-
ference City," by Rev. W. Toppin (illustrated) ; "The 
President-Designate " (with photograph) by Rev.. H. -  

W. Horwill, M.A. ; "Newton Drive Church,- Black-
pool " (illustrated) ; "Living 'Subjects : The Peace of the 
World," by Rev. H. C, Renshaw; the Editor on " The 
Conference," and other items of interest to our people. 
Those wishing for copies should place the order with 
their minister or send to 12, Farringdon Avenue, 
London, E.C. 4. (Price 4d. per copy.) 

* 	• * 	* 	*' 	* 

NEW TEMPERANCE SECRETARY, 
The Young People's and Temperance CoMmittee is 

reluctantly compelled to accept the resignation of the 
Rev. S. G. Jenkins as Temperance Sub-Secretary, 
owing to the pressure ,  of Mr. Jenkins' other duties. 
The Committee is recommending to Conference the 
appointment of the Rev. J. Goodyear as his successor. 
No doubt the Conference will with great cordiality 
confirm the recommendation. 

* * * 
PERSONAL. 

At the Salford Licensing Sessions held last week, Mr. 
Alfred Willett, of our St. Stephen's Street Church, was 
appointed chairman of the licensingiberch in succession 
to the late Alderman Barrett. Mr. Willett is held in high 
esteem not only in his own church • and school, but 
among all classes in the town. 

* 
Mr. J. D. Hodson, son of Mr. H. Hodson; of 

Patricroft, who is Secretary of the Manchester 4th 
Circuit, has passed his final examination 4or ihe B.Sc. 
degree in mathematics, with 2nd' class honours, at Man-
chester University... Mr. J. D. Hodson is a teacher in 
our Sunday School and Secretary of our Church Guild. 

* * * * 

* 	* 
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Re-opening Services at 
Manchester North. 

SATURDAY and 'Sunday, June - 20th and 21st will long 
be remembered at our Cromwell Road Church, Manches-
ter North CirCuit. This small church, situated in a 
populous working class district, has long been in a dilapi-
dated condition, the building of corrugated iron having 
seen its best days. After serious consideration, the circuit 
determined on a plan of renovation and decoration, and 
this church is now a beautiful structure in old English 
style. Electric light has been installed, and the interior 
is now all that could be desired to worship the Great 
Builder. The re-opening ceremony was performed by 
Mrs. F. W. Birch, who, along with her husband, has 
been a generous supporter of the cause for many years. 
The chairman at this short service, and also at the sub-
sequent dedication service, was Mr. J. Bridges, treasurer 
of the Renovation Fund for the circuit. Rev. H. W. B. 
Chapman (superintendent minister) in a very choice and 
encouraging speech, dedicated the premises to the wor-
ship of God. After tea in a neighbouring schoolroom 
(kindly lent for the occasion) a public meeting was held. 
Musical items were rendered by the Salford Male Voice 
Choir, and much appreciated by a large gathering, as 
also was the address of Rev. W. 0. Smith (Chairman of 
the Manchester District). The Sunday services were 
conducted morning and afternoon by Rev. J. Fleming (a 
former superintendent minister) and by Mr. Dexter in the 
evening. All the services were very well attended. Musi-
cal items were rendered at each service by the choir, 
conducted by Mr. G. Wolfenden. Great spiritual uplift 
was prevalent at the close of the Lord's Day, and signs 
are not wanting that these re-opening services are but 
a forerunner of the outpouring of Divine power. 

Methodist Brotherhood. 

	

, 	- 
THE Annual Meeting of the Brotherhdod Committee 

was held at the Central Hall, Westminster, on Friday 
last under the presidency of Sir Robert Perks. The fol-
lowing report for the past year was presented by the 
Rev. Marshall Hartley, 'Secretary, and unanimously 
adopted : 

The Brotherhood Committee has met twice during 
.the year, viz., March 2nd and June 26th, 1925. 

During the year notifications of removal of 339 Metho-
dists have been dealt with, as follows : 

Canada 	 82 
Australia 	••• 	 117 
New Zealand 	 64 
South Africa ... 	 8 
U.S.A. 	 64 
Other Countries 	 4 

Of these 339 persons, 159 were notified as Members of 
the Church. Correspondence has involved sending at 
least 700 communications. 

During the past year no special effort has been made 
to bring the work of the 'Committee before Ministers 
and Church Officers. 

A large number of enquiries respecting emigration 
conditions to various countries have been received, 
especially as to the possibility of help from the Com-
mittee in securing situations, assisted passages, etc. 
Through the advice given a number of emigrants 
have been able to obtain assisted passages from the 
Government. 

Under the Empire Settlement Act of 1922 it is now 
possible for •a Methodist Church in the Dominons to 
make what is 'known as a "Group Nomination," 
whereby any Methodist requiring an employee can, in 
co-operation with the Methodist Church Emigration 
Department, make a nomination, leaving the applicant 
to be selected in England. The Methodist Church of 
Australia has asked this Committee to act in this 
matter. Already nominations have been received : 
17 young men to serve as home missionaries, 20 
teachers, 12 domestic workers, 5 farm workers. 12 men 
have been sent out as home missionaries, 2 as farm 
workers, 1 domestic worker. Applications ,axe being 
sought for the other vacancies and arrangements made 
as soon as possible. 

The Overseas Settlement Department of the Govern-
ment 'are very desirous that this scheme for nomina-
tions through the Churches should be developed, as 
they are convinced that emigrants going out in this way 
will be assured of a suitable situation, amongst con-
genial people, and that a welcome will be given into 
church fellowship, thus helping the emigrants over the 

. first and most difficult , stages of their new life. 
Provision is made under the Mt, for financial assist-

ance to be given to ireCogni5ed jorganizations under-
taking this work, and the Committee has made an 
application for a grant towards 'expenses. 

In order to carry out the work effectively the Overseas 
Settlement Department considers it essential that a 
representative should be appointed in Australia, whose 
business it would be to spread information respecting 
nomination by Methodist churches, to secure suitable 
nominations, and to do everything possible to educate 
the Australians as to –this new method of selecting 
emigrants. For this purpose the Department-  would 
also be willing to consider a grant towards the cost, 
and a letter has been sent to Rev. A. T. Holden, asking 
for his views on the subject and whether his Immigra-
tion Committee would be prepared to appoint such a 
representative, and find the balance of cost. 

As opportunity arises steps will also be taken to 
interest the Methodist Church in New Zealand and the 
United Church in Canada, in order that Methodists 
who desire to emigrate to those Dominions may also be 
able to obtain help through this Committee. 

Mr. W. S. Welch and Rev. A. Hancock are the re-
presentatives of our United Methodist Church. 

A Message from China. 
I have received to-day (Saturday), a code cable from 

Rev. W. Tremberth, the Chairman- of our Ningpo Dis-
trict, and the cable interpreted reads : " We are all safe 
and well ; infoi-m friends. Tremberth." As our Ningpo 
District is the one situated nearest to the disturbed area 
around Shanghai, it is the one most likely to be affected 
by the present agitation. 	It is therefore a relief to 
receive this message; which is published in order that it 
may reach a circle wider than the relatives who have been 
informed by letter . 

C. STE DE 'ORD. 

Enterprise at Eastville, Bristol. 

ABOUT 25 years ago our Eastville Park U.M. Church, 
with a membership of about 70; decided, in order to 
meet the needs of the growing neighbourhood,. to build 
a new church, and although at the time there was a 
current debt, yet , their - faith was justified and within a 
few years the entire cost was met. It has been realised 
for some years past, that with the continued growth 
of the church (which now has a membership of over 
320) and of the Sunday School (which is carried on with 
great difficulty owing to overcrowding) further rschool 
premises must be provided. For this purpose - three 
adjoining cottages were purchased in 1919, but it has 
been impossible to -use these on account of the severe 
housing shortage, and although waiting patiently for 
six years, only one of these cottages has been brought 
into use. The time has now come when a forward 
move• must definitely be made, and for this purpose 
plans have been submitted whereby the present needs of 
the district can be met, and it 

most 
 proposed , to build, 

without delay, a School on the most upLto-date methods. 
Provision will be made for Primary, Junior, Inter-
mediate and Senior departments in addition to the 
present Bible Classes._ At the same time the church 
organ (which still - needs several stops) will be cleaned 
and completed, and the church renovated. Care has 
been taken in drawing the plans to allow for possible 
future church extension, but it is thought that the 
present proposed arrangements may suffice to meet 
demands for the next twenty years. The total estimated 
cost is about £4,000, and while the church members 
have contributed most generously, opportunity will be 
given to a wider circle of United -Methodists and their 
friends to assist. It is the earnest desire of the pastor, 
Rev. IC. E. Penrose, and the church members generally, 
to raise the whole amount within the next six years, 
thus obviating the payment of large sums as interest, 
This church teems with young life, and deserves every 
support in its endeavour to retain its Sunday School 
scholars and stop the generally deplored /leakage 
between school and church. 

A Tribute to Methodist Lay 
Preachers. 

THE newly-appointed secretary of the Baptist Union 
=Rev. M. E. Aubrey, M.A.—writing in the "Baptist 
Times," pays high tribute both to Methodism and to 
Methodist lay preachers. " Methodist's," he says, 
" stand alone in the measure in which they have 
utilised the gifts of their unordained men. How much 
of the strength and success of Methodism depends on 
its systematic use of its laymen for teaching functions, 
who would care to compute? To be a lay preacher is 
in many circuits almost the normal thing for any well-
educated Methodist. The result is that Methodism has 
a large body of men with a big stake in the work of 
their Church, who are also men well informed 
in Christian truth, trained in habits of 
thought and speech, and in consequence fitted 
for leadership in many departments of life." 

"The best lay sermons I have ever heard," adds Mr. 
Aubrey, "were among United Methodists in a remote 
part of Cornwall. One was by an old seafaring man 
with shiny, head land snow-white beard. The other 
was a farm labourer, who looked his part in,  life. They 
'both read largely from manuscript, word for word. One 
smelt of the sea, the other of the soil. Each man told 
the message of the things he knew and handled day by 
day, and as I listeried I felt like shouting for joy. The 
reality, the simplicity, the knowledge of the Bible in 
which the minds of both were soaked, made together an 
impression which cannot be effaced, and, best of all, 
it was plain that both had thought well enough of 
their congregation to work hard at making ready for it." 

H. J. C. 

A BURDEN OF THE PHARISEES 
By A SCOTTISH PRESBYTERIAN. 

The present-day Baptist mode challenged as 
non-Apostolic and un-Scriptural, 

Do Baptist or Plymouth Brethren friends assert that dipping 
(momentary immersion) in water was the Apostolic method of 
baptism ? This book shows the fallacy of their claim. and 
enables the reader to meet such friends on their- own ground. 
Its supreme appeal is to the King's Writ. 

•• A learned book."—THE UNITED METHODIST. 

- PRICE 7/6 net. 

At`. H. STOCKWELL, Publishers, 
Ludgate Hill, London, E.C.4 

Or from any bookseller. 

At Our Own-Fireside. 

THE JOHN RYLANDS LIBRARY. 

next week's Conference have done well to secure an 
The compilers of the delightful Official Handbook of 

excellent article from Dr. Guppy, the librarian of the 
world-famous Rylands Library. ,Dr. Guppy is no 
stranger to Methodism, and • Methodist visitors are 
always assured of a warm welcome within the entranc-
ing walls of the fine building over which he so ably 
presides. 	

* 	* 	* 	* 	* 

SOME CHANGES IN CONFERENCE PRO-
CEDURE. 

The debate on Methodist Union will be taken earlier 
this year than at previous 'Conferences. It will be on 
Friday afternoon at half-past two. This is 	wise 
arrangement, and will assure a full Conference. The 
Conversation on the Work of God will be nearer the 
end of the Conference, on Monday afternoon. It is to 
be introduced by the Rev. F. Barrett. No part of ,  
week's deliberations calls for more- careful and prayer-
ful preparation on the part of the deleptes. 

RADIO. 
We note with pleasure that the address from the New-

castle-on-Tyne studio (5NO) was given on.  Sunday even-
ing last by the Rev. H. G. Absalom, of cur Central 
Church. 

The late Rev. Alfred Winfield. 
IN a sense I regret to disturb Mr. Bainbridge_  's serene 

acceptance of our good friend Alfred Winfield. The one 
who has just passed away was an ex-Free Methodist, as 
the Rev. Edwin Askew's Manual of 1899 shows. He 
was recommended by Oxford. Street Circuit, Manchester, 
and commenced his ministry in London First Circuit. 
The Manchester College was not opened until 1872, so 
he had not the good fortune of a term there. It seems 
obvious that there were two A. WinfieldS, and the Ran-
moor student was a few years older than the A. W. of 
whom I speak., But, he was not a minister of the. M.N.C. 
at Union. 	 Yours faithfully, 

J. E. SWALLOW. 
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Another Pamphlet. 
We are always glad to hear any fair 

and reasonable argument from those who 
oppose Methodist Union ; and it would be 
a vain pretence to say that there was no 
arguments which can justly be used to 
withstand - this movement. But all that 
can be said has been said over and over 
again, and the only new features are mere 
declamation. The Rev. John N. _Higman 
has- great confidence in his powers as a 
pamphleteer. We have just received an 
other of his tracts. There are seven several 
sections in his latest writing, besides a 
" foreword." The one which captured our 
attention first of all, by reason of its some-
what spicy title, is called " The Fact of a 
Great Betrayal." We -wondered who 
were the traitors, and what it was that 
was betrayed.. So far as we can make out 
it is what he calls " a handful of our-
bureaucracy _" who are guilty. Not the 
whole of the bureaucracy, but just " a 
handful " of them ; and the nature of their 
heinous offence is, that the Pastoral Ses-
sion was accepted as a condition of nego-
tiations from the first. But the charge is 
more serious than that, for apparently one 
member of the Committee did not know 
of this for " three years afterwards." We 
can only say, either that this member did 
not attend, or was singularly indifferent to 
what was taking place. But does Mr. 
Higman really suppose that our people are 
influenced, or • any good cause helped by 
his style of writing? Here are a few 
flowers of rhetoric culled from a single 
page :–." An unjustifiable bargain" ; " The 
secret is out " ; " Ecclesiastical camou-
flage " ; " the hall mark Wesleyan ' "; 
"privileged class of ministerial over-
lords " ," the wreckers " ; "this plot to 
bury the Church of our fathers." And the 
pamphlet runs to twenty-nine pages ! It 
is too much- to ask anyone to read the 
whole ; but if it pleases and occupies Mr. 
Higman to scatter, with lavish prodigal-
ity such writings, it will do no harm to 
the cause of Union, though we take no 
pride in its publication. 

John Thorne. 
To a considerable section of our readers 

the name of John Thorne may recall no 
memories ; but not a few, as soon as they 
see the name, will see the man as they 
knew him a few years ago. It was in 
,1895 that John Thorne came over from 
Australia and was made President of the 
English Bible Christian Conference. No 
Methodist Conference has ever had as 
President a more unconventional man 
than he. He was asked to preach the 
Conference Sermon at the time his father's 
centenary was held, and just as the con-
gregation was settling down, and begin-
ning to enjoy the graphic pictures John 
Thorne was painting, the preacher sud-
denly ended, and we held our breath ; he 
judged a twenty minutes' sermon to be 
sufficient. His power was unmistakable ; 
and some were able to imagine more easily 
what James Thorne was like, through' 
looking upon 'the son. It is good to know 
that his " Life " is published, and will soon 
be on -sale at our own Bookroom. The 
editor of the work is Dr. W. G. Torr ; but 
the writer of several of the chapters is 
the Rev. G. H. Paynter. We understand 
that Mr. Paynter is due to arrive in this 
country early this month. He will intro-
duce the book to United Methodists ; and 
no doubt a review will appear in good time 
in our own columns. Some of the chap-
ters are very fascinating, as we are able 
to testify through receiving an advance 
copy. Everyone who knew John Thorne 
will remark on the aptness of the inscrip- 
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tion on his gravestone, "And the young 
'man was unto him as one of his own 
sons." It was with him, as it has often 
been with others ; choosing never to marry, 
he bestowed a wealth of affection upon 
young people generally, and particularly 
upon young men, whom he took infinite 
pains to help and inspire. But more of 
all this will be heard in later issues of our 
papers. 

New Churches. 
In the current number of " The Con-

gregational Quarterly," the Editoi 
gently reproaches the leaders of his own 
Church for not looking ahead. He points 
out that the population of our .cities is 
rapidly withdrawing to the suburbs, and 
predicts that very soon the working 
classes will own cars as in America. This 
will mean a still more. rapid exodus. 
Meanwhile, he says, the Congregational 
Church is not keeping pace with this new 
feature. If that is so with the Congrega-
tional Church, it is equally so, we fear, 
with United Methodism." It ought to be 
a maxim at all our meetings, that in 
matters of this kind we should cultivate 
the same spirit, and cherish exactly the  

same outlook as if there were no Metho-
dist Union at hand. For it is certain that 
Union will not bring a millennium of any 
kind, and many small troubles may only 
make a big one. We think that no one 
can be satisfied with our present rate of 
progress. Sometimes it looks as if we 
have quite lost the power to build a' 
new Church. The London Church Ex-
tension is the one bright spot in our 
denominational activities. More andmore 
our circuits are turning attention in 
upon themselves, and struggling hard 
to maintain Churches built originally 
amid well-to-do people, but now in the 
heart of a slum population. We 
seem slowly to contract while the 
population rapidly expands. There are 
cities to our knowledge where whole dis-
tricts have sprung up within the past ten 
years, and our Church feels as helpless in 
meeting the spiritual needs of this popula-
tion as it would do if it were asked to 
build a Liverpool Cathedral. The Home 
Mission and the Chapel Committees are 
blessed with gifted and heroic leaders ; but 
this is an enterprise that must originate, 
and be sustained by the Churches them--  
selves. We appear to be losing heroism 
and faith. We never talk now of build-
ing a new Church. We have become 
in many instances, little self-contained 
circuits, with an exclusive eye upon our 
own debts and difficulties ; and too often 
even in circuits the " sections " have ceased 
to take much interest in any group but 
their own. 	What is needed greatly in 
our Church just now is the scrapping of 
the one-man Church, the tearing to tatters 
of exclusive sectionalism within circuits, 
and a big-hearted policy of mutual help, 
with unceasing desire to provide , for the 
semi-heathen residents of Suburbia. 

Cynicism in Germany. 
Mr. Walter H. Ayles, who was for a 

while a Member of Parliament for one of 
the Bristol constituencies, and better 
known as a former conscientious objector, 
imprisoned during the war, has just paid 
another visit to Germany. He is a great 
traveller and lecturer, and has the eye for 
significant facts which the mere globe-
trotter never sees. He has just completed 
a month's lecturing tour in Germany, and 
has written in very sombre strains of what 
he saw and heard. Everywhere he was 
told not to talk about religion. 	Every 
other subject might be discussed, but not 

MP' 

religion. He makes it clear that he did 
not obey orders, and apparently it was 
easy enough to talk, even about religion, 
when once he had won his audience by 
manifest sympathy and good sense. This 
fact, we may note, in passing, is most 
significant. But the sad part of his story 
is the mood which he finds to be prevail-
ing everywhere. He has known Germany 
well for five years, but declares that at 
no time has he known " such widespread 
despair and cynicism as exist to-day. 
. . . The vast majority have no faith 
in God or man or the truth of statesmen, 
or the friendliness of other nations." The 
youth movement which was so full of 
promise a year or two ago has petered 
out, and a spiritual revival is apparently 
more remote than ever. 	All this makes 
heavy reading, and we shall not do well 
to turn a blind eye, to it. The irrepressible 
optimism in us, which may perhaps also 
be unreasonable, suggests that Mr. 
Ayles is himself a disappointed man ; and 
that he sees what he looks for. Yet there 
is nothing in this genial and big-hearted 
Socialist to warrant such an assumption, 
and so we can only accept his statements 
with a deep humiliation, and still work 
and pray for better days. 

R. P. 

Ashville College 
Harrogate. 

Old Boys' Re-union. 
THE annual sports of the College were 

held in conjunction with the Old Boys' Re-
union on Friday and Saturday, June 26th 
and 27th. Considerable interest was 
aroused—the number of entries being very 
large—and keen competition was shown, 
especially as the "Allen 	Cup for the 
Champion House was at stake. The pre-
liminary heats were taken on Friday after-
noon and evening, leaving the finals for 
Saturday, when a goodly company wit-
nessed some fine performances ; the win-
ners of the Allen Cup being Ellis House. 
We regret that lack of space does not allow 
us to give details of the various events. 

Although the weather on Saturday was 
somewhat cold and dull, there was a good 
assembly of Old Boys and their friends for 
lunch at the College, and further visitors 
arrived during the afternoon. The usual 
Cricket Match, Old Boys v. The School, 
was of special interest this year, as for the 
first time the Francis Balfour Shield was 
being played for. This shield has been 
presented by Sir. Arthur Balfour, President 
of the Ashville Old Boys' Associntion for 
annual competition between the Old Boys 
and the Present Boys. The Cricket Match 
resulted in, a handsome victory for the 
Present Boys, who declared at 170 for 8 
wickets and followed this up-by getting the 
Old Boys out for 63. The present Boys 
thereby became the first holders of the 
Shield. 

At the conclusion of the sports and 
cricket match, a large number of parents, 
old and present boys and friends gathered 
in the dining-hall, where tea had been 
served, for .the presentation of the Allen 
Cup and prizes to the successful competi-
tors, and the " Francis Balfour " Shield to 
the winners of the Cricket match. This 
duty was carried out by the wife of an Old 
Ashvillian, Mrs. Haynes, of Palmers 
Green, who was afterwards greeted in 
schoolboy fashion by three hearty cheers. 
After short speeches by Mr. Haynes and 
Hall 1 (Head of Ellis House), the singing 
of the National Anthem brought a most 
enjoyable day to its close. 	On Sunday, 
June 28th, special services in connection 
with the Re-union were held at Victoria 
Park Chapel. 	At the morning service, 
Rev. H. Chatterton and the Head Master 
gave addresses, and in the evening Mr. 
Chatterton preached. Large congrega- 
tions assembled and music was rendered 
both morning and evening by the College 
choir. The soloists were Masters C. Hall- 
worth, C. Davidson, G. Wright. and 
Messrs. R Wrigley and K. G. Wrigley. 
At the evening service the choir rendered 
with splendid success Mendelssohn's set-
ting-of the Ninety-fifth Psalm. Mr. J. H. 
West, M.A., presided at the organ. 

Railway Facilities. 

REV. GEORGE PARKER writes : Ministers 
and others who desire to attend the annual 
meeting of the Superannuation and Bene-
ficent Society on Tuesday, July 7th—see 
advertisement—may obtain vouchers for 
cheap travelling by applying to Mr. A. 
Thompson, 67. Vine Street, Higher Open-
shaw, Manchester. Stamped addressed 
envelope should be included. 

A Tribute to Methodist Lay Preachers . 
At Our. Own Fireside... 	..„ 
Notes and Comments. By R. P. 	... 
Ashville College, Harrogate : Old Boys' 

Re-union 
The President-Elect : Rev. William Alex-

ander Grist. By R. Pyke 
The Sunday School of To-day 
The Conference Missionary Appeal ... 

Notes and Comments. 

ARE YOU ANXIOUS TO 

BUY YOUR HOME? 
Our Society has aided hundreds to become their own landlords. 

Will you accept its aid ? 

ARE YOU ANXIOUS TO 

DEPOSITED with this Society monthly will, 
1 at our special rate of interest, total 

SAVE £1,000 ? 
In Ten Years to 	- 
In Twenty Years to 
In Thirty Years to - 
In Thirty-Five Years to - 
In Thirty-Eight Years to over 

£145 
£360 
£.675 
£885 
£1,000 

You can increase or decrease the amounts you put by and 
the result will be pro rata. 

INTEREST is credited FREE of Income Tax. 
Owing to the RESERVE AND GUARANTEE FUNDS of the Society 

there can never be the slightest depreciation of your capital. • 
You can withdraw part or whole of your money at very short notice. 

ASSETS EXCEED £70,000 - 
No Premiums on Advances. 	No Redemption Fees. 

The most reasonable Society for Advances. 
Restrictions and Fines practically NIL. 

RESERVE FUND OVER £1,000 

SPECIAL GUARANTEE FUND 210,000 
-41 

Apply for Prospectus to the MANAGER, 

Shern Hall (Methodist) Building Society 
SHERN HALL, WALTHAMSTOW, E.17. 



Do not fail to Visit 
- THE 	 Manchester, 

Conference Book Stall July 8-15. 
Arrangements have been made to provide a Book Stall under the charge of the Publishing 
House for the sale of our own and other publications. Church and School Hymnals, recent 
Theological publications, etc., will be on view, and any requisite can be obtained. The latest 
publications are : " Missions as I saw them,' by Mrs. Thomas Butler, price 6/4-net; " Miss 
Laburnum, and other Stories," by the late Mrs. A. E. Dobson, price 2/6 net, and !' Tana 
Tales," being stories of life in East Africa on the Red River (illustrated), by Rev. J. H. 
Phillipson, F.R.A.I., and R. H. B. Shapland, 2/6 net. 

THREE SPECIAL CONFERENCE NUMBERS.  
A full report of the Proceedings of Conference will appear in THE UNITED METHODIST 
published July 9th, 16th and 23rd, A complete set of the issues will be sent post free for 8d., or 
they can be obtained from any newsagent, if ordered beforehand, for 6d. 

The Manchester Guardian, containing Reports of Conference Sessions, can 
be had at the Conference Book Stall, or Complete Sets will be sent as they appear, 
post free, for 2/-. 

To avoid confusion and probable delay it is important that Orders for the dispatch of 
• • the above newspapers through the post should be tent in advance, with remittance, to 

HENRY HOOKS, United Methodist Publishing House, 12 Farringdon Avenue, London, E.C.4 
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IT seems only a. month or two ago I fulfilled the 
pleasant task of writing a few lines concerning Dr. Line-
ham, as he stood on the edge of the year's work, which 
he has so nobly carried out. And now the like duty falls 
to my lot with respect to his successor. I have known 
Mr. Grist for "years, and years many," as the people of 
the North say,and there come rushing into my mind inci-
dent upon incident that compete for a first place in my 
brief tribute. That will, I hope, explain and atone for 
the personal element that may seem all too obtrusive. 

It was between thirty and forty years ago when I first 
saw the President-Elect.. He came to a Devonshire village 
chapel as a missionary deputation. Even now I recall the 
main argument and some of the phrases of that half-
hour's speech which so thrilled my boyish heart. 1 can 

' well remember with what rustic fervour we sang, 
" Redeemer, King, Creator, in bliss returns to reign." 
From that simple incident it is fair to infer that this 
young probationer had personality and charm. He has 
developed the one, as needs must be, and he has not 
lost the other, as some men do. A year or so later I 
was a candidate for the "ministry, and certain grave men 
persecuted me and my, fellow-sufferers with a number of 
unreasonable questions. Let the Rev. J. B. Stedeford 
and Mr. G. P. Dymond please take note ! It was in 
Providence Chapel, Exeter, and Mr. Grist, who was 
minister there, was to be ordained that same Con-
ference. He came into the chapel, I remember, and sat 
just inside the door, a sympathetic spectator. How I 
envied him ! The magnanimous John Herridge Batt 
beckoned him to come and sit with the .examiners. He 
smilingly refused. If the same invitation had been 
given me I would have accepted. Again from this it is 
to be deduced that Mr. Grist was a modest man, and 
beloved by the older brethren. He is still modest, and 
he is still beloved. He will enrich the Churches with 
many a mighty utterance, but when 	presidential 
year is ended, he will slip back unspoilt into his church 
at Bristol, not sorry to have escaped the glare of the 
presidency, and without having left a scar on the 
denominational organism. 

If one were to write the life story of Mr. Grist (and 
at some day, far-distant I hope, this will be done), but 
if now the task were taken up, the work would have to 
begin with, the Isle of Wight, and, it may be, trace his 
spiritual ancestry back to the day when Mary Ann 
Werry stepped out upon the East Cowes Strand, and, 
borrowing a chair, stood thereon and ''sang " Come 
ye sinners poor and wretched." But Mr. Grist would 
not like even the feeblest account of his life and work 
to contain no reference to his father and mother. There 
was the mother, who is remembered from the first as a 
deeply religious woman, and who did the wisest thing 
any mother can do with her child ; she took a big 
picture Bible, and told Bible stories to her boy. And 
then the father, too, was a man of •strong emotions, 
deep piety, and vigorous independence. It was his ambi-
tion to be free ; or as we more frequently say, "to be 
his own master "—and he succeeded. 

The name of the Rev. W. H. Sleeman will be 
familiar to many readers of this paper ; and he it was 
who encouraged our future president to preach, and 
ultimately to offer himself as a candidate for the 
ministry. So events followed one upon another in a 
swift and inevitable order, and soon Mr. Grist was 

' appointed by the Bible Christian Conference to the 
Devonport Circuit—or, as we think Mr. Grist might 
prefer to put it, he was appointed to be the colleague of 
the lion-hearted and greatly beloved S. B. Lane. There 
for two years 'Me. Grist companied with a Super-
intendent whose force of character, holy daring, and 
unhesitating application of Christianity to every social 
problem of the day made an ineffaceable impression upon 
his colleague. But all the while, and we are sure 
S. B. Lane, were he alive, would 'be eager so to testify, 
Mr. Grist, by his quiet accuracy, his painstaking study, 
and his devotion to the Kingdom of God, helped and 
blessed his Superintendent. Two years at Devonport, 
and then to Exeter, where he stayed for three years. 
When at the end of this period Mr. Grist offered,and was 
accepted, as a missionary to China, Thomas Ruddle 
said in my hearing, with a kind of desperate satisfac-
tion, "We are sending our very best to China." But 
Mr. Grist did not go to China at once. The way opened 
up for him to go to Oxford, and there, as a . non-
collegiate student, he studied Chinese under the famous 
Dr. Legge. Now, as Mr. Grist goes up and down the 
denomination this year, it will appear to many a care-
ful observer as if he has been at Oxford ever since. He 
has the carriage of the scholar and the speech of one 
chastened by the daily impact of sharpened minds. It 
is not to be wondered at-that he succeeded in winning 
the Davis (Chinese) Scholarship. He could have won 
many of Oxford's prizes if life's path .had taken him 
there from his youth and allowed him to stay. 

Mr. Grist is a philosopher without striving to be one, 
and sometimes without knowing it. His reasons for 
going to China indicate the mind and heart of the man. 
He was impressed with the example of the missionaries ; 
but also he had read, reflected, and prayed, and was 
assured that Christianity was a universal religion. Then, 
too, he was fascinated with tHe Sacred Books of the 
East, thanks largely to the writings of Max Muller. 
He is of the modern race of missionaries, who recognise 
good wherever it exists, and believe that the desirable 
things of all nations should be 'brought and gratefully 
laid at the feet of Christ. 

So he fared forth to China in 1896, and remained for 
five years. His health would not allow him to stay longer, 
and he returned in 1901 a disappointed man, cast down  

but not destroyed. It would require a far more inti-- 
mate knowledge than I can claim to possess to say just 
how those five years have influenced our President-
Elect. He was in China during the terrible Boxer riots, 
and stayed at his post 'with Mrs. Grist and Mr. Hicks 
when the Boxers were howling round like hyenas, and 
any moment might have been the last. When talking 
with Mr. Grist about this experience one day as we 
rambled over the island of Jersey together he said to me, 
"You can't imagine how it hurts to have a man spit at 
you as you walk down the street." 

Since his return Mr. - Grist has served four years • at 
Faversham, six in Jersey, eight at Leeds, and four at 
Cradley Heath, and this Conference he comes to the 
Berkeley Road Church, Bristol. But before this I 
should have referred to another prize Mr. Grist won 
while at Oxford. The -story thereof is as follows : The 
Rev. Robert Mitchell, of the Evangelical Union, Scot-
land, began his ministry as the assistant of Dr. 
Morison, then later he 'became the minister at - Man-
chester, and finally at Hereford. His son, Mr, John 
Mitchell, was one of Dr. Murray's coadjutors in - the 
making of the famous dictionary. Mr. John Mitchell 
had a sister Annie—what need to say more? 'Mr. Grist 
came, and saw, and was conquered. He claims to have 
transformed his wife into a good Methodist : and now 
she leads. Besides; Mrs. Grist is "-an incorrigible Non-
conformist, an enthusiast for missions, and an advocate 
of the same rights being extended to women as men 

Rev. WILLIAM ALEXANDER GRIST, 

-enjoy." She has suffered from deafness for several ,  
years, but somehow defies all such limitations, and sees 
and hears with the same organs. Once upon a time her 
husband made it known that her " vices " were, " tea-
drinking, indulgence in newspaper reading, and per-
petual motion." Of her "virtues" he could speak with 
enthusiasm and grateful admiration ; but men like Mr. 
Grist do not regard -a wife as a creature to be adver-
tised and glorified before all and sundry. So I lift my 
hat to Mrs. Grist with all respect, and know that, gifted 
lady as she is, she has been a devoted and untiring 
helper to her husband through all the years: 

But to Mr. Grist's services as a minister and a mis- 

sionary must be added that of the author. Have all' 
our 'readers a copy of the " Life of Samuel Pollard," I 
wonder? If not, then I strongly advise all such delin- 
quents to order a copy straight away. Think of it. 
Sam Pollard ! the radiant and unconquerable little mis-
sionary whose name will be held in everlasting remem- 
brance ! And the story of this man told by a fellow- 
missionary in a book that is already a classic! It is the 
final work. Others will borrow from it, and,  by' means 
of clippings - here and there, eke out small biographies, 
but the life of Sam Pollard-  has' been ' written 
once and for all. I open the book at random, and here 
is the very first paragraph my eyes light upon : "Pollard 
was primarily a man of action, and at no period greatly 
given to' theorizing. The motive-power of his life was 
his religious experience. He was as conscious of the 
presence and operation of Spiritual. Powers as most of 
us are conscious, of the light and heat of the sun. "He 
felt, he knew, not with a fragment of his brain, but with 
his entire being." "Yes : that's Sam Pollard ; and 
the reflection shows us W.  -A. Grist as well : The one 
man was the complement of the other. And now one's 
heart grows sad as one imagines what might have 
been if these two men, so dissimilar, had been privi-
leged' to work for long years together, each supplying 
what the other lacked, and together building up by the 
grace of God a mighty Church in West China! But 
thing imaginings are vain, and God had "some better 
thing " in view ;- for others have gone to China.; and 
we know, when we face the, facts; that we have all the 
time been "giving our 'best to China." 

But I cannot let this, 	close without 
a word about Mr. Grist's oter book, "The Historic 
'Christ in the Faith of To-day." Some of 'us are given 
to weeding our-libraries (a somewhat pretentious term, 
perhaps, for our few books) rather severely. The 
Horrors of packing, if nothing else, drive us to send 
off parcels periodically to the second-hand bookseller, 
and thankful we are if, instead of returning them, he 
condescends to give us twopence a volume. But 
though for my own part I have said good-bye to many 
a book I should like to have kept, Dave never for a 
moment felt to denude my shelves of "The Historic-
Christ in the Faith ofTo-day." And this not because 
one of my brethren was the writer, though I 'do confess 
to a joy of heart whenever I hear that a United- Metho-

-dist minister has turned author, but Mr. Grist's great 
book does not fade. At any time when my spirit needs 
refreshing, or when my mind is 'capable only of the 
jejune and the obvious, I can turn to this volume and 
at once I ani in the midst of .springs of living water. 
The fact is, the boOk was too big and too thorough for 
popular sale. Reviewers kept it on hand for months, 
afraid to write without reading, and too busy or too 
indolent to read before writing. If Mr. Grist were given 
to nursing grievances I think this would. be one of them. 
But not all reviewers treated it after this fashion. Good 
old Dr. Whyte, for example, who was almost uncanny 
in divining the finer qualities of a book, wrote of " the 
great enjoyment and the great comfort," he got "in 
repeated perusals of your remarkable book." "What an 
honour," he says, "to be enabled to write such a book 
in these days.". And then, too, "J. B.," of the "Christian 
World," as he was universally known, was enthusiastic. 
In my own copy have a cutting from the "Christian 
World " for June 8, 1911, containing a review:, Here are 
one or two sentences : " It's ample pages Show the widest 
and most catholic reading, not only in its immediate 
subject, but in the outlying regions of 'philosophy, 
poetry, and general literature, and a mental attitude 
which is thoroughly imbued with the modern spirit. The 
English, too, is that of a trained stylist, the outflow of a 
full and disciplined mind ; a mind which holds us 1337 its 
lofty spirituality, and by a sweet reasonableness which 
never fails to do justice to the other side." 

I should not be surprised to hear that the book is now 
out of print, but the aforesaid second-hand bookseller 
will not be enriched by my copy as long as I keep books 
at all. We all rejoice unfeignedly that the United 
Methodist Church is capable of such a succession of 
Presidents as have dignified her counsels and guided her 
affairs. 

The President-Elect 
Rev. William Alexander Grist. 

BY REV. R. PYRE. 
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The Sunday School of To-day. 
To the Editor of THE UNITED METHODIST. 

DEAR.  SIR,—There are "prophets " of varying degree, 
but our preachers tell us that even humble folk may 
hear "voices." What if our "voices " bid us choose 
Sunday School reform for a vocation? 

It is twenty years since I, an enthusiastic secondary 
school teacher fresh from a university, "heard the 
call " to do my Sunday School as well as I tried to de 
my day-school work, to teach the Bible as effectively as 
Shakespeare, religion as earnestly as Euclid. 

Here in one (United Methodist) Sunday School is a 
teacher reading "Pip and Squeak " out of the " Daily 
Express " in her precious lesson period. There, under 
my very nose (as a visitor), is a class playing schools 
with a scholar as teacher. The grown-up teacher sits 
and looks on, or gets up and walks about. Another 
United Methodia School—that rejected grading and 
scorned an offer to conduct a series of training classes-- 
taught (save' the mark !) on this wise. I know, for I 
went as teacher, hoping to find scope for wider work. 
During the first hymn the superintendent walked about 
offering little picture cards to teachers. " That's the 

-lesson," he said, pointing to a Scripture reference. 
Lesson-time consisted in _a noisy. "reading-round" 
(each scholar finding his own verse and following at no 
other time) ; then the teacher asked the questions on 
the card without reply, and the " lesson " was over. 
Thirty-five, minutes after entering school the session 
was over,_ and some teachers lost fifteen minutes 
throtigh lateness out of the thirty-five. 

We advocate a trained .ministry. How many of our 
trained ministers advocate a trained teaching supply? 
Even trained leaders? Would-be Sunday School re-
formers are ostracised, ridiculed, )opposed. Have 
modern methods failed? No ! A thousand times No ! 
Not when given a fair trial. Here are a few schools in 
which modern methods have been tried and proved 
themselves successful above all imaginings : 

1. A down-town school, belonging to a church with 
a past (but apparently no present). Twenty-five 
scholars and three teachers. Grading initiated. A 
week-night training class for Primary teachers and a 
"play hour" for Primary scholars begun. Twelve 
scholars went to the Primary, thirteen remained. After 
four years these are the average attendances : Primary 
45, Junior 35, Intermediate 45, Senior 25. There are 
three weekly training classes, a wide range of "week-
night activities," a most vigorous Sunday School 
Council, representing the Deacons, the Guild, and every 
department, and week-night organization of the Sunday 
School. There are more teachers than once there were 
scholars. 

2. An "aristocratic " school, from a church of 
national fame, whose children are .attended by nurse-
maids when young, and go to boarding-school when 
older. Primary children now come down with parents 
or nurses on Sunday mornings, are left in the Primary 
and fetched after service by their parents. There was 
no Intermediate when the school was graded, because 
there were no children. They have grown a vigorous 
Intermediate and-  a Senior department, and to-day they 
also have as many teachers as once they had scholars. 
They have three weekly training classes. 

3. A school of the mission type. Seven ye'grs ago 
there were 150 scholars, nearly all under 12 or 13 years, 
and 20 teachers, all in one hall. At the evening service 
in the church on 

	

	 e ,an ordinary Sunday there might b 
17 adults. To-day, with Beginners, Primary, Junior, 
Intermediate and Senior departments, meeting, in 
different rooms, some at different times, there are 500 
scholars, 100 teachers, and 100 young people above 
twelve years of age in the Sunday School. There are 
six leaders of departments, six deputy leaders, and a 
general superintendent. There are four weekly train-
ing classes, meeting for a brief, united devotional service 
led by the minister, who is general superintendent. 

4. A village 	school. This consisted of three 
teachers, who each came once in three weeks, and 
twelve scholars. New methods, under a new leader, 
were introduced. In three months there were twelve 
teachers, who came every 'Sunday, and sixty scholars, 
with Primary and Junior departmentS. Older girls 
were Primary 'teachers. Older boys had a Bible class 
in the preacher's vestry. 

I speak what I know.' I could add' instance 'to  
instance, proof to proof. 

The article on the front page of your last number 
gives a feeling of heart-break to those who are trying to 
stir up the conscience of the Church on this matter of 
religious education. How many fully graded schools 
are there in United 'Methodism? The above-named 
schools are all beyond its pale: United Methodist 
churches that one knows are dwindling because of their 
neglect of child nurture and teacher-training. To buy 
chairs and "child songs ." and sand-trays does not make 
a Primary department. It is the spirit that counts. 
The determination to try to understand childhood, to try 
to give Christ's message in Christ's way, to give "the 
utmost for the highest." These are what 'we want and 
what we must have. 

Social Factors.—Has it ever occurred to our critics that 
falling numbers are in part due to the falling birth-rate? 
The Director of Education for Newcastle-on-Tyne recently 
declared that there are to-day 30,000 fewer scholars in 
the Elementary schools of this town than in 1914: Why? 
The war, housing problems, changing conditions gener-
ally are all responsible. 

Spite of this, it is not the graded schools that show 
decreases. They are the only bopeful factor in the present 
situation. 
, Your writer complains of lack of unity of the depart-
ments of a graded school. It is the teachers who bring 
unity through the Training Classes, with their united 
opening. 'Then there is the "Leaders' Cabinet" and the 
Sunday School Council. The young people of to-day are 

great stuff. Children were never so bright, alert and 
eager to 'learn. But the Church is still trying to harness 
modern youth, with its clamour for reality, for truth, with 
its appreciation of method and order in the home, in 
school, in busines, and the Church, to a worn=out 
machine, the nlachine of the " mass" school. The Church 
believes in " mass " production, in standardization, the 
modern Sunday School believes, as Christ did, in teacher-
training, and in individual effort, with individual chil-
dren and -small groups. Would that I had the tongues 
of men and of angels ! These are words that my 
" Voices " bid me speak, and that I speak so feebly. 

Yours, etc., 
52 Rye Hill, 	 ELSIE ROBINS. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
June 28th, 1925. 

[Mrs. Robins has not read the article she criticises too 
carefully. The writer is a believer in the modern methods, 
and says so. He is only anxious that the serious decline 
in numbers should not be regarded as a virtue, as if we 
should say, "Yes, we are -declining in numbers, but see 
how much better we are doing our work." We have 
heard that argument, and it saddens us greatly. 	Mrs. 
Robins is to be commiserated on her-most unfortunate 
experience of schools worked on the " old' " lines. We 
cannot think her experience a common one. In fact, 

, we know it is not. We are not pleading for the old ; we 
want the new to be .so good that it shall prevent our 
schools suffering extinction.—ED. BOARD.] 

The Conference 
Missionary Appeal. 

ary. Our veteran missionary, Rev. F. J. Dymond, will 
. have the unique honour and distinction of seeing two 

of his children dedicated to the service of Christ in China. 
When our friends give due consideration to the signi-

ficance of these events they will surely be constrained to 
give their fullest financial support to the Conference mis-
sionary appeal. 

Hearty thanks are given to the donors whose gifts are 
recorded in the Chairman's List. We ask each of our 
congregations on. Sunday next to provide an opportunity 
for special donations to be forwarded to this effort. 

C. STEDEFORD. 

Conference Chairman's List. 
s. 

Previously reported 	 ... 633 17 6 
Mr. Robert Turner, 	Rochdale ... 	... 100 0 0 
Mr. Wm. Mallinson, J.P., Walthamstow 	50 0 0 

5s. each : Coun. C. W. Godbert, M.A., 
J.P., Manchester ; Mr. S. Lineham, Leeds... 10 10 0 

" In Memory of S. P. Rattenbury," by Misses 
Rattenbury, Plymouth 	 5 0 0 

Misses Rattenbury, Plymouth 	 2 2 0 
Mr. E. Vaughan, Dudley 	 3 3 0 
£2 each : Mrs. F. Bainbridge, Ashton-under- 

Lyne ; Mr. and Mrs.W. H. Hingston, Lifton 4 0' 0 
each : "In Memoriam, T. W. Town-

end," by Miss A. Townend ; Mr. A. E. Shaw, 
Chapel-en-le-Frith ; Mr. Walter Lewis, Shef-
field ; Rev. C. Stedeford ; Mrs. Herbert Ward, 
Sheffield 	 ••• 	 5 5 0 

Z.1 each : " X.Y.Z." ; Mr. C. A. Hempstock, 
Oldham ; Mr. A. Leng, Chichester; Mr. L. 
Saxon,,Manchester , 	 ... 4 0 0 

10s. 6d. each : Rev. and Mrs. W. Bainbridge ; 
Mr. A. M. Rhodes, Bradford ; Mr. J. Rhodes, 
Bradford ... 	 ••. 	 1 11 6 

10s. each : Mrs. S. Ashcroft, Pendleton: Mrs. 
P. Walker, Golcar ; Mr. and. Mrs. A. Stede-
ford, Bristol ; Rev. H. G. and Mrs. Absalom ; 
" A Friend at Brunswick Street," Hudders-
field ; Miss E. I. Boaclen, Leamington; Miss 
Webster, Leamington-; Rev. and Mrs. F. J. 
Wharton ; • Rev. Walter Hall ; • Mr. Jas. Booth, 
Lytham ; Mr. A. R. Doidge, Plymouth ; Rev. 
W. R. and Mrs. Stable 	 6 0 0 
Mr. John Whitehead, Chilwell ; Mrs. Mary 
Whitehead; Miss Emma Whitehead ; Mr. 
Lewis H. Whitehead ... 	 ... 	2 0 0 

5s. each : Rev. F. P. Argall ; Mount Tabor, 
- Millbrook ; Mr. W. Jory, Tetcott ; Rev. G. 
Mellelieu ; •Mr. A. Riley, Halifax . 	1 5 0 

Mr. J. H., Sanders, Leicester, 2s. 6d. ; Mr. 
W. B. Hammersley, Longton, 3s.; Misses 

0 7 6 

£829 1. 6 

Friends are earnestly requested to send contributions 
as early as possible to Rev. C. Stedeford, 13 Silverbirch 
Road, Erdington, Birmingham ; if posting after July 5th, 
address c.o. Rev. H. W. B. Chapman, 1.6 Wellington 
Street, E., Higher Broughton, Manchester. 
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WHEN DR. STEPHENSON made his great Christian EF. 
adventure in 1869 into the world of suffering 

childhood, and rescued the first few lads with whom 
he founded the Children's Home, he commenced a -  
ministry that has been the means of seeking and 
saving some twenty thousand boys and girls. 

TWENTY THOUSAND 

ONE must think of thgse children one at a time to 
fully realize the great possibilities of the work 

thus begun. To most of them it has meant the 
difference between happiness and wretchedness, health 
and sickness, love and loneliness, and for many of 
them the difference between life and death. 

TWENTY THOUSAND 
= 

 
THE FOUNDER'S DAY FUND is gathering between 

o 	June 10 and July 10, 1925, twenty thousand gifts 
= of ten shillings each, given or collected, as a tribute 
= to the memory of a great man by helping the great 

work he founded. Will you take a part in this 
-11 ministry of mercy by being one of the twenty 
= thousand ? 
L.-  Please mark tour remittance, "Founder's Day Gift." 

NATIONAL CHILDREN'S 
= HOME AND ORPHANAGE 

Pounded by 	 29 Branches 
Dr. Stephenson. 	 4000 Children 

General Treasurers : 
Sir 'CHAS. C. WAKEFIELD, BART., C.B.E, 
Sir THOMAS BARLOW, BART., M.D., F.R.S. F-- 

HIGHBURY PARK, • LONDON, N.5. 
= Remittances from U.M.Churches should be addressed to Rev. HENRY 

Hooxs, Treasurer U.M. Auxiliary, 12 Farringdon Avenue, E.C.4 

DRAFT OF STATIONS. 

The Second Draft of Stations of Ministers 
and Probationers is now ready. A copy can 
be obtained, post free, for 21d., on application 
to HENRY HOOKS, 12 Farringdon Avenue, 
London, E.C.4 

6,714)11..S,LL5iNthi 

To r Ministers & 
111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

Local Preachers 
111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

EVERY Minister and 
Local Preacher is 

kindly requested to an-
nounce in his services 
on Sunday next that 
£1170 is required to 
complete £2000 by the 
Conference Missionary 
Anniversary. 

The Preacher is also reques-
ted to offer to receive and to 
forward any donations to-
ward this object. 

All donations will be reported in 

this paper, and shOuld be sent to 

Rev. C, STEDEFORD, 

13, Silverbirch Road, 

Erdington, Birmingham. 

'11111111111111111111111111111111 

t£1,170 18s. 6d. Still Required to 
Complete the £2,000. 

THE contributions received up to the close of last week 
amounted to ,;"829 is. -6d., and this sum represents 185 
donors. This is the last appeal we can issue in this paper 
prior to the Conference Missionary Anniversary Day. 
On that day we expect to dedicate six new missionaries 
to their foreign service. 	Two of them, Mr. F. S. 
Dymond. and Mr. H., Brassington, are completing their 
medical qualifications and will be added to the number '  
of our medical missionaries. For the first time in the 
history of our mission in East Africa we are sending there 
a medical' missionary ; Mr. Brassington has 'been desig-
nated for that field. Revs. K. W. May and J. Jackson, 
after many years of preparation, are entering upon the 

I work, to which they believe they have been 'called, one 
in China and the other in Africa. Miss C. Dymond and 
Miss D. Milburn, B.A., will be going to China, one as 

' an evangelistic and the other as an educational mission-, 

d. 

Luxton, Torrington, 2s. 	••• 

TVVENTY THOUSAND 
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The New Secretary of the 
General Connexional Com-
mittee, Rev. Henry Smith. 

VARIETY of service and efficiency therein qualify the 
Rev. Henry Smith for the important office of Secretary 
to the General Connexional Committee of the United 
Methodist Church. He was designated by last Conference 
with much cordiality, and enters upon his duties when 
they are laid down by the Rev. Dr. David Brook,during 
the forthcoming Conference at Manchester. 
• The place of Mr. Smith's commencement of these 
duties is appropriate. He is a Lancashire man and a 
Manchester man, • hailing from -  Pendleton, and the 
Methodist New Connexion section of our Church there. 
Thence he entered the college and, two years later, 
the ministry in 1878. Mr. Smith was President of Con-
ference in 1920 at the London Conference in Wesley's 
Chapel, City Road. The city of his crowning was then, 
as now, appropriate. He was resident in London, where 
he served our Church for sixteen years as Connexional 
Editor, and for periods as Warden of the Deaconess 
Institute, and Secretary of the Army, Navy and Air Force 
Committee. 

Rev. HENRY SMITH. 

When Mr. Smith laid down the exacting and responsi-
ble duties of Connexional Editor, which included the 
editorship of the ,UNITED METHODIST, two years ago, 
the Conference declared that "he had discharged a teach. 
ing, evangelical and Methodist ministry of a distingu-
ished character, and had been a faithful, effective servant 
of our Church." Two years of service since then at 
Brighton have been of the same high excellence,  in 
circuit work, for which he often expressed a preference, 
begotten of many happy years of experience at Hanley 
and elsewhere. 

As a Secretary, all sections of our Church admit that 
the most gifted was the late Rev. Dr. George Packer. 
Mr. Smith has some of the gifts of " Secretary Packer." 
He is a rapid penman, and a prettier than our departed 
leader during his famous years. Mr. Smith can toil as 
terribly in recording details and keeping track of them. 
He knows much of the law and the testimony. Like Dr. 
Packer, as_some of us know, Mr. Smith knows how to 
draw the gifts of others into service and is grateful 
therefor. For several years Mr. Smith has served as 
our member of the Joint Secretariat of the Committee for 
Methodist Union. He steadily grows in power of ex-
position and presentation of this issue, with its deep 
and high significance. With Dr. David Brook as Chair-
man of the Committee, it is agreed within and beyond 
our Church that this great cause has been served vali-
antly and tactfully by Mr. Smith. 

Many and complicated are the questions which occupy 
our Connexional Committee, whose business its Secretary 
must prepare, record and carry forward. Mr. Smith has 
often invited his hearers and readers to seek and abide 
at the Centre of Divine pardon, peace, poise and power. 
He knows it well, as Charles Wesley sings of it for all 
Mystics : 

'Tis there I would always abide, 
And never a moment depart, 

Concealed in the cleft of Thy side 
Eternally held in Thy heart. - 

With these divine resources, courtesy and courage, kind-
ness and loyalty to the crown rights of Jesus Christ in 
His Church and Kingdom will be the ideals of the new 
Secretary of our Connexional Committee. He would 
ask nothing better, •as he takes up his tasks, than the 
prayers of hie brother ministers and the thousands of our 
Israel, who hold him in high esteem and affection for his 
character and his work's sake. 	 G. E. 

Pigott Street, Limehouse. 
MAY we, through your columns, acknowledge the fol-

lowing contributions to the Pigott Street, Limehouse, 
Sunday School Camp Fund? F. J., Northcote, Barn-
staple, 2s. ; M. H., Brooklands, 5s. We thank these 
friends very much, and ask as many others of your 
readers as possible to give us their help. 

Yours sincerely, 
E. W. HANIIIIDGE, 

H. T. COOK. 

THE: UNITED METHODIST. 

A Visit to South Durham 
Street Mission, Sunderland. 

THE cry to-day' is a common one that the Church as 
a whole has failed, and is impotent to deal with the seri- 
ous problems of life and the appalling conditions in which 
a great mass of humanity stagger across life's stage to 
the grave. In the face of such criticism, it is indeed a 
pleasant thing to be able to reveal an oasis in this 
barren desert, and record impressions gained in the course, 
of a recent visit to the South Durham Street Mission, 
Sunderland. The church stands in the midst of the slums 
of Hendon, a district which is an ugly blot on civiliza-_ 
tion and a disgrace to a Christian land; indeed, it can 
no better be described than as a forcing.  ground of vice 
and crime.. The staple industries of mining and ship- 
building have been so severely hit by the industrial slump 
that 90 per cent of the breadwinners _here are unem- 
ployed ; some men, indeed, have been without work for 
four and five years, and face with black despair a future 
where stalks the gaunt spectre of starvation and misery. 
Shadows of their former selves, these men wander list- 
lessly about the streets, or group themselves idly at 
street corners, fast losing faith in themselves, the world 
and God. Wan and drawn are the faces of their women- 
folk, who day after day are compelled to listen to the 
hungry cries of their bairns for food ; cries which must 
of necessity go unsatisfied. The housing conditions are 
outrageous. The streets are dark, narrow and squalid, 
and lined with tenement houses which are scandalously 
overcrowded. Three- or four-storied buildings, these 
houses haye a central-staircase running up from the floor 
to the top, on either 'side' on each floor a room—small 
enough in all conscience—and each room is occupied by 
a family, numbering anything from six to twelve mem-
bers. In this small compass they live and move and have 
their being. It is their dormitory, and the stifling fumes 
of the coking mix with the already foul air which 
they breathe. Scanty indeed is the furniture. Most of it 
has been pawned to keep together body and soul for a 
little longer, and in many cases bundles of rags form 
the beds on which the children dream their dreams. 

am told by one of the mission workers that there are 
several instances of parents having so little clothing that 
they are compelled to sit all day in the house, miserable 
and desperate. Ill-clad and ill-nourished, the children, 
who have been dragged into this world without their 
consent, are having their young minds formed in an 
atmosphere where to talk of decency and morality is 
hypocrisy, and drawing their impressions froni surround- 
ings which should stir to fierce indignation the souls of 
all decent thinking men and women. Herded together 
worse than cattle, these people are slowly sinking to the 
bottom of the -pit of destitution and despair, dragging 
with them in the family ship, helpless children whose 
mute appeal cannot surely be ignored ! 

What wonder is it that broken-hearted men, finding it 
impossible to "run with patience the race that is set 
before them," refusing any longer to be stretched "upon 
the rack of this tough world," creep down to the dock 
side and at the going down of the sun or in the awful 
quiet of the night, drop unhonoured and unsung into the 
silent water? Into this hell are stretched the tentacles 
of the mission, drawing into the light hundreds of people 
who were fast cracking beneath the strain and struggle 
of life. Its activities are prodigious. Led by the Rev. 
Geo. Hooper, its staff and workers are making herculean 
effoi-ts to bring to the people spiritual comfort and prac- 
tical help. Three and four times during the week great 
open-air meetings, are held all over the town. An impos- 
ing personality, and gifted with a resonant, powerful voice 
and a fund of anecdotes and illustrations, Mr. Hooper is 
admirably equipped for a campaign which has already 
met with gratifying success. Church membership is in- 
creasing, forty new members being admitted on a Sunday 
during my visit. The Institute attached to the church 
is provided for billiards, bagatelle, cards, quoits, draughts, 
chess, etc., etc., and attracts inside large numbers of men 
who, before, hung about the streets brooding in a state 
of melancholy. 

A meeting held on Monday afternoons is attended by 
no less than 150 women who come from the slums to listen 
to the Gospel story, and I am told it is an inspiring ex- 
perience to be present. On these occasions, and at Sun-
day evening services, a nursery is provided, and the "wee 
bairns looked after whilst the mothers are at worship. 
A wonderful meeting also, I understand, is the Pleasant 
Tuesday Exiening, the spirit and enthusiasm 

y 
	being mag- 

nificent. Prayer meetings  are held during the week, and 
another large- 	ci'ly-attendemeeting is held on Thursday. 
nights for men, the keenest interest being displayed in 
the proceedings. A Debating Society, sewing class for 
girls, and several other institutions provide for every type 
of man and woman during the week, and the results, I 
am assured, are truly wonderful. The week for the men 
culminates in a great Brotherhood Meeting on Sunday 
afternoon. Its membership has reached no less a figure 
than 500, and as a privileged partaker in one of its meet- 
ings, I can say it was stimulating and pulsating with life. 
For a bright hour the outside world is forgotten, and a 
special feature of this meeting is the chorus singing. For 
something like a quarter of an hour the whole gathering, 
sits and sings with soul-refreshing vigour a series of short 
rousing choruses which live in the memory, and prepare 
the mind for the gripping address which follows. It is 
an inspiration to be.present, and the measure of its suc- 
cess is its membership and the evident pleasure of the 
soul-starved men who eagerly invade the church. A most 
important feature of the work at the mission is the per- 
sonal contact maintained between the church and its 
members. Regular and sympathetic visiting in the very 
heart of the slums has brought to light the nature of the 
people's circumstances. and relief both in food and cloth-
ing has eased somewhat the _burden of anxiety which 
hangs ever over their heads. 

The work of this mission is a remarkable answer to 
those who maintain that the Church has lost its power 
and hold over the people, and its efforts deserve widely 
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to be made known. The strain on the staff and its small-
band of workers grows daily heavier: The field of activity 
is ever, widening, and there is scope and opportunity in 
plenty•for those who have genuinely at heart the cause 
of the Master, to give their time, their energy and aid 
to carrying to this stricken people the message of hope 
and salvation ;to bring light where now there is dark-
neSs ; joy instead of misery ; bearing always, in mind 
the words of Jesus : "He that is greatest among you _ 
shall be their servant." 

Women's. Missionary Auxiliary 
All items for this column to be sent to the Publication 

Secretary, Mrs. J. B. Brooks, 60 Southfield Road, 
Middlesbrough. 

PRAYER TOPIC for the week beginning July 5th Debt '  
Extinction Schemes at Home. 	Rev. T. Sunderland. 
Pages in Report, 27, 28. John xiii. 1-20. 

Portsmouth' District.—We have 41 W.M.A. and 2 
G.M.A. branches. During the year one small branch has 
lapsed through lack of a leader. 	Our membership is 
1,000, as last year. For ordinary income we have raised 
Z.745 17s. lid., and for special purposes 46 15s.—a de-
crease of .L18 12s., which is not surprising under-present 
conditions,- and remembering the very large increases the 
two previous years. The money is raised in varying ways, _ 
large and small. Some members do much by trading. - 
One branch has a pedlar's basket, for which members 
bring an article or from which they buy one, after- the 
regular meetings. 	One junior branch has sent three 
parcels to the secretary fo'r the Chinese stations_ At the 
close of their working party the girls join in a chain 
prayer for bles-Sing on missionary:  work: All branches 
make good use of the Monthly letter ; one takes 12 letters 
and sends one to old and sick members, and thus keeps 
them in touch, though they cannot attend meetings. We 
feel that a wider and deeper interest in the work is 
evident in our district. 

Walthamstow Circuit.—The branch has just held its 
happy yearly gathering at the "Limes," - The hostess, 
Mrs. Harkness, was charming, the day was beautiful; 
and the garden looking its best and brightest. 	The 
speaker, the Rev. E. M. G. Hudgell, M.A., gave an ex-
cellent address on " Mission Work in China." Touching 
on the serious riots, he suggested one cause of the present 
unrest may be the undue stress laid on Nationalisni. 
Mr. Robbie moved us with two fine recitations. :About 
40 were present. The collection realized L3.. 

Market Street, Wakefield.—The June meeting was 
held at our church in the pretty village of Walton about 
four miles out from the City. The Wakefield and WaltOn 
ladies met together, and an interesting address was given 
by Miss Ruscup, of the China Inland Mission. 	MrS. 
Reed (Of Ossett) presided. Tea was served at the close, 
and after tea, by the kindness of Mr. Edey, the garden 
and grOunds of Thornhill House were visited and enjoyed 
to the full ; some of the more active spirits indulged in 
games of bowls and croquet. 

Mr. James Roberts, 
Summercourt, St. Columb. 

WE regret to record the death of Mr. James Roberts, 
of Summercourt, at the age of 70, which took place on 
June 6th. Mr. Roberts was associated with our 
church at Summercourt practically the-  whole of - his life. 
A local preacher in the St. Columb Circuit for nearly-
50 years, he had also conducted many evangelistic 
missions in the county with marked success. Of the 
passing of some men a sentence would suffice, for they 
lived for themselves alone. It was not so with him, 
and in a few lines it is impossible to do justice to the 
memory of this truly great man. St. Columb, a wide 
country circuit, has had for a great -number of years a 
fine staff of local preachers, and among them no man 
was -more welcome to the pulpits than James Roberts, 
a man of great gifts, abounding in the Scriptures, 
mighty in prayer. His loyalty and devotion. found 
expression in many long and tiresome journeys that 
he might proclaim the glorious evangel of the blessed 
God. He was not .blessed with a strong constitution, 
and it is a wonder that he was able to accomplish so 
much. With a wife and family, and following the 
occupation of a clay labourer at certain periods of his 
life, he faced hardships, and even privations, but his 
faith was such that did "not murmur or complain " 
he was "rich in faith." He was one of the "heavenly 
aristocracy," and possessed 'all the "aptitudes and 
instincts of one nobly born." He was one of the most 
devoted and spiritual-minded men ; his whole-life was 
given to the work of local 'preaching. To the widow, 
who to-day is in feeble health, and who ; by a loving 
devotion to her husband has shared in a similar con-
secration, we tender our sincere sympathy. 

• Births, Marriages, Deaths. 
REPORTS of Marriages, etc., intended' for insertion 

in the Editorial Columns MUST be accompanied by a .  
prepaid 'advertisement. 	- 

NOTICES of Births, Marriages, Deaths, etc., are inserted 
at the uniform price of 2B., unless they exceed 30 
words. In which case ed. extra for every eight words or 
under is charged. Notices, together with Remittances, 
should reach the office of the UNITED METHODIST, 12 
Farringdon Avenue, London, E..C.4 rws4 /*Mr than Tuesday 
9 a.m. 

DEATH. 

R A DFOR D.—On June 26, 1Q25, at 12 Wadham Street, 
Weston-super-Mare, Matilda Radford, aged 83. 

IN MEMORIAM. 

BRIERLEY.— In ever-loving remembrance of Joan—
called Home, June 26, 1921, aged 9 years. 

(Lyndene, Rochdale.) 
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The Church and Clean Newspapers. In the Temple. 
BY REV. F. P. ARGALL. 

OURS is the-Age of the Printed Page. 	For good 
and ill—generally for good—it is by reading 
that the greatest number of impressions are received. 
Eye-Gate is now a main highway to the human mind. 
The printed page, the picture page, the hoarding and 
the moving picture, are mightier preachers, and 
have larger congregations, than ever. 	It is esti- 
mated that, on the average, every man, woman and 
child in the British IsleS sees cinema pictures once 
each fortnight. A much higher rate is reached of 
readers, especially of daily and weekly newspapers. 
The circulations of these amount to many millions. 
Never a day passes in the lives of many people with-
out some newspaper reading. Thinking readerNiflis-
ting-uish, sharply between facts and news. Facts may 
be news ; but certainly news is not always fact. Is 
this remembered? A statement read in a newspaper 
makes some impression on the mind. Thought is 
affected, perhaps unconsciously and transiently ; but 
action can often be traced to the statement, whether 
false or true. It is of the first importance; obviously, 
that the statement should correspond with the fact. 
It-  is also highly important that discriniination should 
be exercised as to what is stated in the public prints, 
and what is read therein. We do not refer, on this 
occasion, to the publication of aidg to betting and 
gambling, but only to "news " of crime and sin. 

I.  
It is not necessary that all the facts should be told 

in the public prints in every instance ; for example, 
murder or divorce. These may be necessary in a 
court of law ; but that every detail should be publicly 
reproduced, and decency outraged, cannot ' be justi-
fied either on grounds of public policy or Christian 
ethics. It -  cannot be right to-gratify mere prurient 
curiosity and debased appetite. Publicity is indeed 
a powerful weapon to aid the good and hinder the 
-bad. It ought to be used. "Publish your message 
in the open face of the sun," Wesley wrote to George 
Shadford when sending him to preach in America. 
We cannot afford to neglect publicity, _either for 
praise or blame. , It is open to_ question, however, 
how much should be told of methods df crime and 
of the false, mock-heroes of crime; folly and sin. 
Many crimes and sins have been traced directly to 
the stimulus and example afforded by the records of 

--guilty people. 	Some narrators -  and recorders of 
wicked, loathsome actions seem as if they set out 
to make imitation possible and to excite to it. St. 
Paul appealed to this imitative faculty in man. He 
said, ." Be ye mimics of God as little children." It 
is a base misuse: of this faculty when we -copy the 
bad. Still more base is he who-Incites_others thereto. 
Si:: Luke, the first trained historical scholar who 
served Christianity, observed a wise reticence, as did 
our Saviour, whom he reported, as to the doings of 
the Prodigal in the far country. 

II.  
We wonder if our readers, and Christian people 

generally, are aware of the grave peril in which 
everything truly beautiful, honest and of good report 
now stands by reason of the vicious reading which is 
"often supplied by some newspapers in this country. 
-It is sometimes almost a shattering experience 

is always saddening—to see the eagerness 
of people, as with the eye glued to the news-
paper, in a'railway train, or on a sports field, or any-
where and almost everywhere, they fasten upon such 
columris and pictures. 
' The results are every way calamitous. A news-

paper proprietor, a Christian gentleman, who is pro-
gressive and prosperous in his profession, lately ex-
pressed his fears that if _something is not done to 
hinder the rapid growth of this continued.  supply of 
stimulant to crime and vice, there will be little use 
for the ChUrches in ten years' time. Youth is being 
poisoned. The beauty and strength of home-life is 
being despoiled. Honest toil, self-restraint, unselfish 
service,-  individual and collective, do not lend them-
selves to descriptions such as are desired in news-
papers of that sort. Most journalists are averse from 
such evil work. Mr. Frederick Peaker, M.A., thrice 
President of the Institute of Journalists, states that 
there is a higher standard among journalists to-day 
than ever, both as to literature and taste.- 	Many 
agree with Mr. Peaker that newspapers have a very 
great responsibility as to morals, private and public. 

We learn from competent judges that the Sunday 
newspapers are among' the worst offenders. Some 
Sunday newspapers are as clean as the cleanest, 
except that, being Sunday newspapers, they 
involve - much unnecessary Sunday labour. This 
is certainly so, in most cases. The distribution of 
them from.  the place where they, are printed and pub- 

lished to retailers, and the sale and delivery of them 
to purchasers, employs many thousands of people—
adults and juniors. This fact alone, in days when 
the Lord's Day is grievously threatened, should 
make every Christian decline to buy or use a Sunday 
newspaper.  

What can be done? This evil is a mighty one. 
Some newspaper proprietors and many journa-
lists and newsagents regard it as utterly repulsive- 
to be the purveyors of such reading. 	They bend, 
when they do bend, to meet a depraved taste which 
their competitors have developed._ There is a high 
death-rate among small newspapers nowadays. 
Many must cease, or be swallowed up, one by one, 
by some gigantic combine. They must choose be-
tween life and death. In cases not a few they know 
that if they would debase their columns and deprave 
their readers their revenues would increase and their 
life be prolonged. The remedy is to make illegal the 
publication of unnecessary details—say in criminal 
cases, murder, divorce, etc. This it is proposed to 
do by a Bill already submitted to Parliament by Sir. 
Evelyn Cecil. This is well "backed," and will be 
powerfully supported. It will also be strongly op-
posed. When it is re-introduced to Parliament every 
Church, including our own, must do its utmost to 
ensure the triumphant passage of the measure into 
law. It is right, it is wise, it is necessary to make 
it easy to do right and hard to do wrong. We curtail 
the liberty of individuals in the interest of the nation. 
We do not allow people to sell poison indiscrimi-
nately. Such reports are deadly poison: 

It is, however, to the, utterance of warnings and 
the cultivation of healthy public opinion, and to indi-
vidual action that we look. Civic authorities, public 
libraries and institutions Can do much. But every 
one must do his bit. British Methodists num-
ber several millions. If every one of them neither 
bought, nor read, nor advertised in a disreputable 
journal, the result would soon be seen. This is a case 
in which, the Slogan of the Individualist should be 
remembered and practised, and this without ceasing. 
As thus : "I am but one, but I am one ; I cannot do 
every thing, but I can do something ; what I can .do, 
I ought to do ; what I aught to do, I will do,. God 
being my helper." There is individual positive duty 
on this grave matter. Each Christian should regu-
larly buy and support in every way those newspapers, 
general and religious, which hold up and conform to 
the ideals of Truth, Beauty and Goodness. . 

Here is a matter on which we earnestly hope our 
- forthcoming Conference will utter its voice. 

Methodist Union at Westerhope.. 
AVERY pleasing example of the possibility. of Methodist 

Union in the villages has taken place at Westerhope, .near 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

For the past nine years United Methodists have wor-
shipped at their own "Church, with a measure of success. 
For some time it has been felt that the needs of, the 
neighbourhood would be met much better by the work and 
witness of one Methodist Church. Anticipating Method-
ist Union., the, friends at -Westerhope have joined forces 
with the Wesleyan Church, practically all the members 
and; Sunday School scholars agreeing to the transfer. 

A re-union meeting was held on'i  Monday, June 22nd, 
on the lawn of the residence of the Rev. William Wakin-
shaw, the 'Wesleyan minister. The Rev. H. G. Absalom 
spoke for the Newcastle United Methodist Central Cir-
cuit, and Mr. J. Houghton for the local church. Both 
commended the action of the :Westerhope Church and 
wished the United Church God-speed. 
. The Wesleyan speakers, in addition to Mr. Wakinshaw, 
who presided, were Mr. W. J. Pearson, who spoke for 
the Trust and Sunday School, and. Mr. A. McKillop, the 
society steward. All gave a very cordial welcome to the 
United Methodists. Everybody enjoyed the meeting ; it 
was full of the spirit of good will, and all felt that it gave 
promise of future success: 

(Continued from next column) 

ances. God looketh on the heart. and is not deceived. 
Nor will He delude us by- a show of beauty. His is the 
highest type—moral beauty. We see in His works the 
evidence of creative and imaginative skill—all-varied wis-
dom, Love and Power—and we know that He possesses 
these attributes in the highest degree. This beauty we 
must share as well as enjoy--" the beauty of holiness." 
" Let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us." 

This is the only vesture in which we can stand approved 
before our King. " Our righteousness is as filthy rags." 
We are called upon to wear that garment now—to "wor-
ship the Lord in the beauty of holiness." Without it we 
cannot hope to see God. 

It will not only transform the character but transfigure 
the countenance, as it did with " Owd Mo'," the Lanca-
shire 'evangelist. Such is the ennobling power of real 
goodness. Let us not merely contemplate-the charm of 
God's handiwork this summer, but pray that God's beauty 
may also be seen in us. 

"The Charm of God's Handiwork."  
• "He hath made everything beautiful in His time."—
Eccles. iii. 11. 

This is a familiar and commonplace truth which yet 
needs to be insisted upon before one can grasp its deep 
significance. One's very familiarity with it is apt to 
breed :a certain contempt of it. But there sometimes 
occur experiences in which old and obvious truths come 
home to heart and conscience with new emphasis and 
appeal with all the force of revelation. Such an experi-
ence comes to one during holiday-time, and the words 
of the Hebrew Preacher flash into one's mind like a 
Divine message. 	' 

Last July I -climbed the slopes of Loughrig-g, and 
never did the Rothay Valley appear- so fair as it did 
that day. The advantage of height gave an uninter- 
rupted view of the Rydal Fells—the most imposing 
mountain range in the district. You could' trace the 
series of heights, one by one, like the altar-steps of 
Heaven—Nab Scar, Lord Crag, Heron Pike and Great 
Rigg on the left ; the vast amphitheatre of Fairfield in 

-the middle ; and Hart. and Dove Crags, Scandale Fell 
and Low Pike on the right. •Then,- like an emerald • in 
this rugged setting, was Rydal Park with the Hall 
standing out in the centre of this 'natural cup. 

Here., - if anywhere, the truth of Ecclesiastes' words 
comes home with a new and deeper meaning. We do 
right to exult in Nature's beauty at -holiday-time. It 
is like giving God glory, according to Browning—" God 
must be glad one loves His world, so much." Let us be 
thankful if the text takes us into the heart of Nature's 
mystery as well. 

One of the advantages of a holiday spent in some 
quiet country place, or within sight of the sea, is. to 
he found in communion with God in His own Taber- 
nacle of Nature—with- the grassy meadow or the shingly 
beach for its tesselated. pavement ; the leafy trees . and 
heather-clad hills, or the marble rocks and beetling cliffs, 
for its walls. and pillars ; the blue vault of the sky for 
its arched roof the sun for its golden candlestick ; and 
the rain and the dew for its baptismal chrism. .These 
things invite us not merely to the enjoyment of Nature's 
beauties, but to the worship of Nature's God. 	Even 
Nature's voices may. become the voice of God to the 
soul.. As ..Rendel Harris put. it : "To look. out across the 
sea is.of itself an oracle of the Kingdom." 

God's handiwork is surpassingly lovely--with a charm 
which is most impressive in summer_time. The pity is 
that so many are blind to its beauty, going through life 
with closed eyes, or eyes only half open.. 	It requires 
insight. to discern Nature's, beauty and to understand 
her mystery. The man of science posseses this insight, 
and the man of God ought -  to possess it too. Whenever 
my old science-master came across anything wonderful 
in mjneral or plant, he would exclaim, " Isn't that beau-
tiful ? " To us it often seemed repulsive, an ugly ex-
crescence we should remove or hide ! But to his deeper 
insight, it had a story to tell, and he was justified in 
regarding it as a thin; of beauty. 0 that our vision 
might be clarified to behold the charm of God's handi-
work—else it will fail to minister to our highest nee& 
and our holidays will not become, as they were intended 
to. be, -"-holy days." 

Nature's beauty depends on its infinite variety. 
There is no monotony in Nature. The azure of 
the noon-day sky is often flecked with clouds, and 
the blue is later exchanged for the green and gold, 
the purple andpink of sunset.- The sea is fringed with 
snowy waves, possessing in itself all the tints of emerald 
and. indigo, and reflecting at eventide the sunset-
pageantry of Heaven. The hills, Which look so grey in 
winter, are now gleaming gloriously in their summer 
vesture of crimson and gold. The meadows and hedge-
rows- no longer weary us with their monotony of green, 
but are starred with buttercups and daisies, or radiant 
with dog-roses. Even the woods glimmer With_ the sheen 
of blue-bells and foxgloves., Mary Howitt's hymn about 
the flowers not only opens our eyes to these beauties but 
reveals much of God's purpose in Nature.. (No. 847, • 
M.F.C. Hymns;) 

Nature's beauty depends also on its constant change. 
This thought' is not so familiar to us. We take Our stand 
on cliff or fell. To us it appears as a symbol of majesty 
and power, of nnchangeableness and endurance. We look 
-out upon the ocean and that, too, appears as a symbol 
of -unchan.geablen.ess and immensity. But it is'-not so. 
The sea is constantly changing—in position and composi-
tion : the crag also—in character and contour. The mer-
ciless process of denudation is ever at work. The lightest 
breeze that blows, the smallest raindrop that falls,' the 
tiniest wave that beats at its foot—leave their impress 
in greater or less degree. It is literally true to say of 
Nature, " Change and decay in all around I see " ; and 
much of Nature's beauty is the result of change and much 
of its glory is the glory of decay. 

From the truth of the text we may deduce another fact, 
not quite so obvious. He who hath made everything 
beautiful must be beautiful Himself. In this way Pro-
fessor Shuttleworth interpreted Beauty as a sacrament of 
God—"a -  fragment of His perfect splendour revealed to 
our dim vision." We accustom ourselves to look upon 
Nature's beauties. 	Let us recognize the beauty of 
Nature's God. When Kingsley lay dying, his daughter 
noticed that the look of pain had given place to a look 
of sweet content. A radiant smile lit up his features'; 
and; on being asked the reason, the dying saint replied, 
" How beautiful God is ! " Interpret that story as you 
may, I think that Charles Kingsley had so accustomed 
himself to God's beauty in His handiwork, that he had 
learned therefrom how beautiful God Was. 

There is an earthly beauty that is superficial and decep-
tive—only "skin-deep," as we say. How many .a fair 
face hides a false heart ! We judge by outward appear- 

(Continued at foot of preceding column) 
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minister and layman make sure that it bears not the 
slightest relationship to this notice of motion which will 
injure minister and church alike. 

Yours truly, 
A. H. BOYDEN. 

Religious Life of Manchester. 
To the Editor of THE UNITED METHODIST. 

DEAR SIR,—One addition at least should be made to 
the list of influential ministers of the: Victorian Age in 
Manchester which is given in the Handbook of the 
forthcoming Conference. I allude to Marmaduke Miller, 
who preached for years with much power and acceptance-

,in the Oxford Road Chapel, Where the Conference will 
be opened next week. Many of the delegates will be glad 
to be reminded of this 

Yours faithfully, 
JOHN TAYLOR. (A). 

Letters to 
[The Editorial Board does not hold itself responsible 

for expressions of opinion by Correspondents. All con-
tributions to these columns must be brief.] 

Methodist Union. 
To the Editor of THE UNITED METHODIST. 

DEAR SIR,—Sir Harold Mackintosh writes of " an 
effective reply " given at the Primtive Methodist Confer-
ence to my " Plea for Justice, on behalf of the U.M. and 
P.M. Minorities." My arguments were not dealt with, 
and. hence I must assume that he considers the vote of 
that Conference to form " an effective reply " by the mere 
weight of numbers. But neither P.M. nor U.M. Con-
ference votes- reflect in due proportion the judgment of 
their constituencies. One fact must suffice. The Circuit 
Meetings of the Hull P.M. District showed a.50 per cent 
vote against Union, but the voters from the Hull P.M. 
Synod showed a 100 per cent in favour of Union at 
the Conference at Scarborough. A 50 per cent opposi-
tion was absolutely wiped out in Conference represen. 
tation. 

We all recognize your correspondent's profound devo-
tion to the cause of youth. But our opposition to the 
Methodist Union Scheme is based on the ground that it 
is not informed with the true spirit of progressive Chris-
tianity. If the youth of our land desires a United Church, 
it certainly does not want a return to the cast-iron bands 
of an out-of-date ecclesiasticism, but rather a church of 
the Future on the lines recently foreshadowed by the 
Editor of the "Spectator." The new United Church of 
Canada has no such surrenders of democratic principle 
to the Church of Authority as are demanded of the 
Junior Methodist Churches by • the essential Wesleyan-
ism of the present Scheme. 

Surely, " Die-Hards " is scarcely an appropriate name 
for those whose plea is live and let live." Our appeal 
for " a contracting-out clause," similar to that adopted 
by the Canadian Church, simply asks that if the majori-
ties take this big step towards Anglicanism by setting 
up a ministerial government, then our minorities who 
claim to represent 106,000 Methodists (U.M. and P.M.) 
shall be set free to maintain their allegiance to funda-
mental Free Church principle without loss of their 
property. 

The " Promised Land of Church Reunion could only 
be a scene of bitter, internal strife, unless and until the 
Churches are purged of saoramentarian superstition, 
ministerial caste and prerogative, and the claims of ruling 
power which always grow out of such superstition. More-
over, it seems an unworthy subterfuge by which on the 
one hand Wesley's Notes and Sermons are set forth as 
containing the standard of doctrine, and in legal formula 
" the doctrines of Wesleyanism are unchanged," while on 
the other hand the Repesentative Conference is supposed 
to have "freedom of interpretation." 

The Schemists are, in our judgment, the people who 
are " holding up progress." 

Yours sincerely, 
JOHN. N. HIGMAN. 

To the Editor of THE UNITED METHODIST. 
DEAR SrR,—As one of the " neutral ", anxious for 

Union, and yet unable to support the present scheme, I 
have several times been on the point of writing to suggest 
to writers and speakers for Union, that they should try 
to see the other side of their own illustrations and 
arguments. 

The shallowness of some of the things said for Union 
has done more to develop any opposition I may feel 
than any pamphlet written by Rev. John Higman, whose 
financial arguments particularly, I have not even read, 
believing that if a thing is right, then economics will, in 
the end, adjust themselves. 

The latest example of what I mean is the letter appear-
ing this week over the name of Harold Mackintosh. 

It may be, of course, that my Scripture knowledge is 
not what it should be, but I always had the idea that 
when Moses left the land of bondage his greatest trouble 
was with the faint-hearted folk who were always looking-
back for the fleshpots of Egypt. 

The " young " die-hards, like Joshua, who were deter-
mine at all costs to reach the Promised Land were par-
ticularly his chief support, and finally led the Children 
of Israel over Jordan. 

When our fathers left the land of religious bondage, 
they had before them a definite objective. Was this 
Scheme the Promised Land? If so, then to quote the 
poet Young : 

"I only wish as a duteous son 
Our fathers had been more wise," 

for this scheme was scarcely worth risking the Red Sea 
for. For twenty-eight years I have served our churches 
as a lay preacher (and I count it a great privilege). 
During the last fifteen years I have averaged seventy to 
eighty services a year, one-third of which have been 
in Wesleyan churches. I want Union, but Wesleyan lay 
preachers have, during this discussion said to me : " Hold 
fast to the lay preachers' position," and it is the de-
grading (please put the hyphen in) of the lay preachers' 
position which .makes the Scheme objectionable to me. 

I was born and nurtured in the Free Methodist school, 
and if I have to choose between Freedom and Methodism 
my vote will be for Freedom. 

Yours truly,  
FRED OGDEN. 

Does the Church Lead? 
To the Editor of THE UNITED METHODIST. 

DEAR SIR,—Your correspondent, Gerald A. Bower, 
stated in his first letter on the question, " Does the 
Church Lead? " that Youth to-day has an idea . . . 
of a better condition of things ; they know the present 
is not the best, and towards that better condition they are 

the Editor. 
bending all their nerve, courage and thought, but will 
not be hampered by the Church." In reply, I said it 
would be interesting to know in what ways the youth 
of to-day, having rejected the leadership of the Church, 
are, working so strenuously, and what success is attend-
in.-
'' 
 their efforts. His second letter is disappointing. In 

it he remarks that it seems to him "essential that the 
older members of our churches should make some 
vance of conciliation towards the forces of youth, with 
the view of giving a hand for the same ideals and ends 
that youth has in view." Then he adds : "Their basic 
motives are from the -same source, their aims the same, 
but because each side has put up its back and won't be 
humble enough to make - any advance of conciliation one 
to another, humanity lies between them dying for want 
of the remedy which each side holds." This is not_in 
agreement with his claim that the " youth of to-day are 
bending all their nerve, courage and thought towards a 
better condition of things." 

ResignatiOn of the Rev. W. H. Cory Harris, 
College Secretary. 
To the Editor of THE UNITED METHODIST. 

DEAR SIR,—The College Committee have instructed us 
to appeal to your readers to support a Fund which it is 
proposed to raise in order to recognize the services of 
Mr. Harris, who is resigning the position of College 
Secretary, which he has held for fifteen years. We are 
authorised to put this appeal before the members of the 
coming Conference, but we are sure there will be many 
laymen in the Churches, and many ex-students, and 
other of Mr. Harris's fellow ministers who will wish to 
make a contribution to this Fund.' 

Subscriptions of any amount will be gratefully received 
by us. 

Yours faithfully, 
JAMES DUCKWORTH, 

Dunsterville, Rochdale. 
Wm. A. LEWINS, 

1 Red'clyffe Road, 
Withington, Manchester. 

June 29th, 1925. ' 

The Superannuation Fund. 
To the Editor of THE UNITED METHODIST..  

DEAR SIR,—The statement made by Rev. George 
Parker that this is a notice of motion merely postpones, 
but does not remove, the danger felt by many ; therefore 
it is necessary for all interested' in the ministry carefully 
to consider the question. On the face of it, the notice 
of motion is a tacit assumption that the Methodist minis-
try is less arduous than (1) the Civil Service, where mem-
bers retire at 65, and (2) that it is a fortiori less arduous 
than the teaching profession, where retirement is op- 
tional at .60 and compulsory at 65. 	The already low 
value attached to the work of the ministry by so many 
people will be still further diminished if this assumption 
is adopted by the ministry itself. The average circuit does 
not want the average minister of 65, or more, and to 
force the latter on to the former will be as unjust to' the 
minister as it will be injurious' to the circuit. The pro-
posal is against the best thought of the age, which is 
seeking and hoping to reduce the limit for old age pen-
sions from 70 to 65. What chance shall we have of 
facing the ever-growingdifficulty of attracting the young 
if we raise the average age of the ministry? 	" Every 
head master desires to keep his staff as young as pos-
sible," said a well known educationist to me recently in 
a conversation about some educational problems. 

If any alternative proposal is put forward, let every 

Mnite.6 Met4o6ist 4urct). 
0 

SUPERANNUATION AND 
BENEFICENT SOCIETY. 

The Annual Meeting 
WILL BE. HELD IN 

OXFORD RD. CHAPEL, 
MANCHESTER 

ON 

TUESDAY, JULY 7th, 1925 
at 3 p.m. prompt. 

TEA AT 5 O'CLOCK. 

Ministers in full Membership, the Trustees, 
Private Subscribers of One Guinea per annum 

mar and Honorary Life Members—Donors in one -51 
sum of £10 and upwards—are members of the 
Annual Meeting and are cordially invited to  

the Annual Meeting. 

38 Manley Road, 
Whalley Range, 

Manchester. 
June 29th, 1925. 

The Sunday School of Yesterday 
and To-day. 
To the Editor of THE UNITED. METHODIST. 

DEAR SIR,—" Schools have been graded into Primary; 
Junior, Intermediate and Senior, and they are sectionized 
wherever possible." This phrase implies that a large-per-
centage of our schools are running on fully-graded lines—
a wrong hypothesis on which the article, on the above 
subject is based. Some of us who are acquainted with_ 
the facts know how very few schools are thoroughly 
graded and that those' which have assimilated the new 
spirit and methods give the lie to the suggestion that 
grading is a failure. 

There may be changes in decentraliiation and over, 
emphasis of method, but modern Sunday School leaders, 
as the writer points out, stand for more than method. 

It-  will be time to consider whether the new methods 
are mistaken when the new spirit has penetrated the 
majority of our schools and-has had time to work., Give 
real grading a fair trial before we "damn it with faint 
praise." _ 

Yes, let us work in the spirit of our fathers, for it - 
can do mighty things, even with the methods of modern 
"conceited "youth, who always has been and always will 
be impossible in the eyes.of the previous generation 

Yours, etc., 
" MODERN Y oruTH." 

Departed Friends. 
Mrs. S. Boot, of Bridgtown. 

ON June 13th, the " call to the higher life ".came to Mrs. 
S. Boot, of Broad Street, Bridgtown, at the advanced 
age of 89 years. Deceased was the widow of Mr. Samuel ° 
Boot, who died 36 years ago, and she has been con-
nected with the Methodist (N. C.) cause at Bridgtown 
before even the first chapel was built, and when services 
were held in a cottage and warehouse.. For over sixty 
years she resided at Bridgtown, and for 58 years liyed 
in the same house. She was an earnest and devoted 
worker in the cause 'of Christ until advancing years and 
failing powers prevented her from getting about. A 
family of eleven sons and daughters was born to Mr. and 
Mrs. Boot, and eight survive. It is a testimony to 
deceased's fine character that all the survivors of the 
family are earnest Christian workers, and their respec-
tive wives and husbands as well. This is' a wonderful 
testimony to the value of parental and religious training. 
For the last six months of her life deceased resided with 
her son-in-law and daughter, Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Wooton, 
of Bloxwich. She passed very peacefully away without 
pain. The interment took place in Bloxwich Cemetery 
on June 18th, the remains being deposited in the grave 
that contained all that was mortal of her late husband. 
The funeral service was held at the Wesleyan Church, 
conducted by Rev. A. G.' Kick, assisted by Pastor T. 
Gill, minister of the Bridgtown Church. A bunch of beau-
tiful flowers which adorned the communion table was 
reverently deposited on the coffin and lowered into the 
grave with it. Among many beautiful wreaths was one 
from the members of the Bridgtown Church. All the 
surviving sons and daughters of deceased were present, 
with other relatives and friends. On Sunday morning, 
June 21st, a memorial service was held at the Bridgtown 
Church, when an address was delivered by Pastor Gill, 
who spoke appreciatively of the long service of deceased, 
and of the beautiful memory and benign influence she 
had left behind. 

Mr. S. Y. Ormerod, Adlington. 
WE regret to record the death of Mr. S. TP. Ormerod, 

who at the time of his passing was pastor of the 
Adlington Congregational Church. For 40 years he 
served the Y.M.C.A.-  in a secretarial capacity with 
great success and rendered fine service for this organi-
zation during the war. He was well-known through-
-out our churches and was a loyal United Methodist, 
although his work took him into other circles. 'Mr. 
Ormerod was 65 years of age, and in his last sphere of 
labour at Adlington was carrying on a successful 
ministry. 

Market Rasen.—The second annual circuit rally was 
held on June 25th. The preacher for the day was Rev. 
G. H. Kennedy (Nottingham), who gave an inspiring 
sermon in the afternoon. A public tea, at which all 
the churches of the circuit took a share in providing 
and serving, followed. In the evening Rev. G. H. 
Kennedy gave a lecture entitled " The Humour and 
Pathos of Child Life." The chair was occupied by Mr. 
J. Green (circuit secretary). The proceeds; which were 
in aid of circuit -funds, were in advance 'bf last year. 

Yours faithfully, 
OUARTU.S. 

[The discussion on this subject is now closed.—ED. 
" U.M."] 
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ANNUAL CONFERENCE, 
MANCHESTER, 	JULY 8th to 14th, 1925. 

PUBLIC MEETINGS . • 
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WEDNESDAY, July 8th. 

Oxford Road Church. 
11,50. Welcome to Manchester by His Worship 

the Lord Mayor, 
Aid. F. J. WEST, J.P. 

12.0. President's Address. 
7.30. 	Civic Reception 

of Hosts and Hostesses and Delegates 
in the Town Hall, Manchester. 

THURSDAY, -July 9th. 
12.0. Union Chapel, Oxford Road. 

Conference 	Sermon. 
Preacher : 

Rev. F.-  W. NORWOOD, D.D. 
Albert Hall, Peter Street. 

"I  W.M.A. Meeting. 
Chairman : Mrs. JAME$ DUCKWORTH 

(Rochdale). 
Speakers : Mrs. 0. P. Rounsefell ( President). 

Mrs. A. J. Hopkins (East Africa). 
Mrs.T.M.Guage (formerly of Wenchow) 

5.0. 	PUBLIC TEA. 	Price 1 s. 
7.0. ' Great Missionary Meeting. 

Chairman : Coun. J. E. HENDERSON (Halifax). 
Speakers : Dr. J. K. Robson (North China). 	. 

Rev. A. J. Hopkins (East Africa). 
- 	 Rev. F. J. Dymond (West China). 

Rev. J. Boden (London). 

FRIDAY, July 10th, 
2.30. 	Oxford Road Church. 

Report on Methodist Union. 
7.0. 	Union Chapel, Oxford Road. 

Conference Public Meeting. 
Chairman : Coun. C. W. GODBERT, M.A., J.P. 
Speakers : Canon Peter Green, M.A. 

Rev. A. E. L. Davies. 
Mr. James A. Yoxall. 

SATURDAY; July 11th. 

7.0. 	Albert Hall, Peter Street. 

YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEMONSTRATION. 
Chairman : Sir HAROLD V. MACKINTOSH. 
Speakers : Mr. Douglas Millar, M.A. 

Rev. W. B. Hoult, M.A., B.D. 
Rev. T. A. Jefferies, F.L.S. 

SUNDAY, July 12th, 

235' 	GRADED SCHOOL DEMONSTRATIONS. 
2.30. 	young 	People's 	Missionary 	Meetings. 

Services in the Free Churches of Manchester and 
District, conducted by Conference Preachers. 

8.20. 	Platt Fields Park. 

Open-Air Se rvice. 
Speakers : Rev. F. BARRETT, Rev. T. S. NEAL 

Mr. W. CHALLENGER. 

MONDAY, July 13th. 

3.0, 	Union Chapel, Oxford Road. 

e 	Deaconess - Institute Meeting. 
Chairman : Mr. M. PICKARD. 

r 	Speakers : Sister Ada and Sister Beatrice. 
' 	Rev. W. Russell Maltby and Rev. R.W. Gair. 

1 	7.0. 	Oxford Road Church. 

. 	Ordination Service. 
Conducted by 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE CONFERENCE. . 
The Ex-President will deliver THE CHARGE tc 

; 	the newly-ordained Ministers. 
r 	The CONFERENCE CHOIR will sing at all Evening Meetings. 
' 	All Conference Sessions in Oxford Road Church. 
; -- 
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A Vineyard and Wild Grapes. 
(C.E. Topic for July 12th). 

- ISAIAH V. 1-7. 
AGAINST Judah and Jerusalem God had much reason 

for complaint. Their unfilial disregard and their gross 
ingratitude provoked His stern condemnation, and the 
prophet in these early chapters of Isaiah is His indignant 
messenger. 

Hear, 0 heavens, and give ear, 0 earth ; 
For the Lord hath spoken, 
I have nourished and brought up children, 
And they have rebelled against me. 

It is true that these people continued the ceremonial 
observances of religion. But there was no correspond-
ence between their religious profession and their life. A 
Holy God was angered by such presumptuous and irrever- 
ent approach to Him. 	Bring no more vain oblations ; 
they are an abomination unto Me. I cannot endure your 
solemn meetings while your hearts hold iniquity." 

But what most revolted the heart of God was the un- 
grateful conduct of His chosen people. Heaven and earth 
are summoned to listen with amazement to the story of 
their incredible faithlessness. Ox and ass in this are 
better than they. Bitterly does. the prophet reproach 
them, laying before them in the strongest kvords the great 
evils that must come upon them if they will persist in 
such courses. Ingratitude is a revolting fault. But an 
inescapable punishment awaits those who enjoy great ad- 
vantages and make no adequate return. In such a situa-
tion and to a such a condition the parable of the vineyard 
was spoken. 
_ The occasion was probably a vintage festival. Country 
folks as well as the townspeople were present. Into their 
midst, disguised as a minstrel, came the prophet. Always 
welcome at fair or festival in the East is the minstrel, the 
teller of tales ; and the people gathered near to listen. 
The minstrel proposes to sing a song of a friend's vine-
yard. The story is told in light verse : 

" My beloved hath, a vineyard in a very fruitful hill." 
With nods and approving smiles the hearers follow the 
course of the song. Their alert intelligence is awake, and 
their interest quickens as they catch the underlying sense 
of the parable. Their judgment is already given, and 
their verdict ready, when the story-teller reaches the 
line : 

"Judge I pray you, betwixt me and. my vineyard." 
They would notice the change in person. It is no longer 
my friend," but "me." They listen in expectant silence 
to what is to follow,: 

" What could have been done more to my vineyard, 
That I have not done in it? 	 • 
Why,. when I looked that it should bring forth 

grapes, 
Brought it forth wild grapes? " 

The listening people make no response. They are ab-
sorbed, and with a rapt intensity await the conclusion 
of the minstrel's song. He goes on : 

"And now let me tell you, my mind is made up, 
What I am to do with my vineyard." 

The rhythm 'now, says Dr. Peake, " becomes heavier to 
reflect the darkening mood of the speaker as the doom 
is pronounced. The hedge is removed, the wall is broken, 
and the wild beasts and cattle, no longer kept at bay, 
press in and ravage the vineyard. And the owner aban-
dons it, unfilled, unpruned, to thorns and brambles, nay 
more, he promotes its ruins by bidding the clouds pour 
no rain upon it." Even so the last word has not been 
spoken. It remains to give the finishing stroke that lights 
up the whole, and carries home to the hearts of the 
hearers the prophet's message. The disguise is dropped, 
and with a flash the judgment falls, inescapable as that 
word of Nathan to David : Thou art the man I 

If possible, the Endeavourers should study the topic in 
some good commentary, and so discover something of 
the great and 'fascinating interest of the prophecies of 
Isaiah. I would. recommend the volume in the " Cam-
bridge Bible," by Dr. J. Skinner. His summary of our 
parable is so good that I will set it down here :- 

" One of the finest exhibitions of rhetorical skill and 
power which the book contains. The prophet appears 
in the guise of a minstrel before an assemblage of his 
countrymen, and proceeds to recite the, unfortunate ex- 
perience of a friend ' of his, with his vineyard. 	The 
simple story, told in light popular verse, disarms the sus-
picions of the crowd, and the singer, having secured their 
sympathy, demands a verdict on the course which a man 
might be expected to pursue with so refractory a vineyard 
as this. The answer was so obvious that the people, 
like our Lord's hearers on a similar occasion, had prac-
tically assented to their own condemnation before they 
Clearly perceived. the drift of the discourse. But from 
this point onwards the parable becomes more and more 
transparent, till at last the prophet, with a sudden change 
of rhythm, throws off all disguise and drives home the 
lesson of the whole •in the crashing lines of verse seven." 

From those to whom much has been given much is to 
be expected. That. is a lesson which has applications that 
we would do well to consider, both national and indi-
vidual. As a nation we have been singularly blessed. 
With grateful hearts we sing : 

Praise to our God, whose bounteous hand 
Prepared of old our glorious land, 
A garden fenced with silirer sea '. . 

As we are together in our meeting let us make confession 
for our land, and pray for her, that she may fulfil all 
her Lord's desire. 

And what of us as individuals We have been greally 
blessed. Great advantages,have been ours. We will ex-
amine carefully the results we have shown. Wild grapes, 
wild oats, would be most unfitting harvests for us. We 
may rejoice that it cannot be said of us that we have 
produced " nothing but leaves." Let us see to it that in 
coming days we produce better fruit, and more. 

Bodmin.—Chairman, Rev. H. Gilbert Lowe. Letters 
of sympathy to be sent to friends in sorrow and sick-
ness. Circuit deficiency. Rally to be held. Pi esident 
expected in the spring. Experience meeting Feld at 
close of the business meeting. • It was a good nfeeting 
in every way. 

Leice'ster.—Rev. Samuel Wright presided. Reports of 
the District Meeting were given by 'Mrs. A. Smith, Mr. 
W. A. Bell and the secretary. --Mr. J. Jordan was con-
gratulated on being a candidate for ministry, and assured 
of the hope and confidence of his further success. Numeri-
cal statement showed a decrease of one member on the 
quarter. The amount raised for Home and Foreign Mis- 
sions after-Jail expenses paid was' 	6s. 6d. Miss 
Willi-lie Bell was appointed missionary secretary in suc-
cession to Miss Wright, who was thanked for her ser-
vices. Reports were presented from the Hill Street and 
Harrison Road Churches, which were satisfactory. It 
was dccided to send letter of sympathy to Rev. R. J. 
Pollard;  who had lost his father. A resolution of appre-
ciation of the services of Rev. Samuel Wright and Rev. 
William Bowell; who have laboured in the circuit for the 
last five and three years respectively- was passed unani-
mously, and both carry away the good wishes of the 
friends for the future and the hope that they may have a 
long eventide free from circuit responsibilities. 

Liskeard.—Several preachers met at 10.30 a.m. First 
business was the reading of the preachers' names. The 
second name 'on the list was that of the late Mr. John 
Pollard. Several of the brethren spoke of the splendid 
service rendered to the circuit by this man of God. The 
circuit minister said that the records show that Mr. 
Pollard had been an approved local preacher for nearly 
51 years. A resolution expressing gratitude to God for 
his life and service was entered on the records, as was 
a resolution of sympathy with the friends. For the first 
time, in this circuit, a young lady (Miss E. Powell) was 
placed on trial on the plan. Luncheon was afterward,- 
served, followed by the full Circuit meeting. For the 
second time since the Mission last year the Trenant 
friends brought voluntarily an increased •assessment, 
and have now agreed to make the same permanent. In 
view of the presence in Cornwall of people who with-
out , hesitation use our buildings, and after getting a 
footing discourage our work, it was resolved that in the 
case of strangers the trustees and stewards, with the 
minister, shall make careful enquiries before allowing 
our places of worships  to 'be used. At the close of the 
meeting a vote of thanks and appreciation was given 
to the minister, Rev. T. C. Old, B.A., who leaves the 
circuit for Plymouth after. Conference. 

Ringsash.—Rev. W. Bennett presided. The financial 
statement, showed a goOd balance in hand. The chair-
man presented 'a report of the circuit rally, which passed 
off most successfully. The net proceeds amounted to 

19s.-10d. At the Quarterly Meeting luncheon 
there were present the rector of Rose Ash and his wife, 
also the Rev. A. Trebilco, .Wesleyan, of Exeter, who 
preached in the afternoon. A beautiful spirit prevailed. 
It was stated with expressions of regret that the Rev. 
W. Bennett, although invited until 1927, would be leav-
ing at the Conference, 1926, after five years in the 
circuit and twenty-one years in the district. 

Sheffield (Scotland Street).--Rev. A. E. Greensmith 
presided. Affectionate farewell was given to Mr. and 
Mrs. Greensmith, who leave the circuit in August, after 
a stay of six years. Special reference was made to Mr. 
Greensmith's helpful ministry, and to the interest shown 
by him and Mrs. Greensmith in circuit and district mis-
sionary enterprise. It was reported that the circuit had 
raised over '740 for missions in 1924-5, an increase of 
over 	Invitations were give to Rev. S. R. Strong- 
man (Scotland Street) and Rev. S. Heywood (Attercliffe) 
to remain until 1927. Both accepted. Mr. Edgar 
Curtois, of Tinsley, was publicly recognised as a fully 
accredited local preacher, and presented with a Bible. 
Mr. Sidney Mason, of Malin Bridge, was placed on trial 
as a local preacher, and others were moved forward to 
various stages of probation. During the last three years 
no less than eight new names have appeared on the 
plan ; and it was reported that nine other young men 
were serving in preaching bands with a view to prepar-
ing for the plan. 

Stanley.—The meeting was characterised by a most 
helpful spirit. The financial report showed an improved 
financial position, the debit .balance being now 'only 

1 7s. During the last 18 months the circuit has 
reduced its debit from '49 15s. The membership had 
'become stabilised and prospects for the future were  
bright. Rev. H. Cook was invited to stay in the Circuit  
a fourth-year, till 1927. Warm tributes were paid to the 
splendid work of Mr. Cook and the esteem in which he 
was held in all churches. Mr. Cook thanked the friends 
for their kind words, hut asked to be allowed to leave, 
reminding the brethren and sisters that • while he had  
rejoiced in the work of the Stanley Circuit, he could  
not disregard the physical pressure of forty years' activ 
ministry, and suggested that the great possibilities of  
Stanley Circuit called for the services of some younge 
man. He had been most happy in their midst, an 
prayed for the continued prosperity of the Circuit. 

St.' Ives.—Rev. F. Sparrow presided. The financia 
statement showed a balance in hand of '39. Mr. A 
Trewhella presented the balance sheet of the Distric 
Synod. The deficit of 	will be met by the churches 
A resolution of sympathy with the family of the late Mr 
Laity was passed by a standing vote, and many tribute 
were paid to the memory of our brother. An interestin 
conversation on Sabbath Observance was introduced b 
the pastor, and suggestions made to bring its importanc 
before the churches and the town generally. Glowin 
tributes were paid to the work and ministry of the pasto r  
and his wife who leave in August for Exeter. Deep regret 
is felt at their, leaving, and they will carry with them 
the hearty good wishes of all. 
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The Bible Jesus. Used. 
BY REV. W. J. BLEATHMAN. 

(1) Songs and Song Books. 
British Uniform Lesson for Sunday, July 12th, 1925. 
SCRIPTURE READINGS : JUDGES V. 1-12 ; Ex. xv. 1-2 ; 

PSALM cxxxvil. 1-4. 
GOLDEN TEXT : PSALM XCVIII. 1. 

General Introduction. 
-Ms series, and the following one, "The Bible We 

Use," will show us something-of the growth of the 
-Bible. The first five lessons deal with the compilation of 
that Bible which Jesus used.. The following quotation 
from " What Jesus Read " (Walker) will help us to under-
stand what that Bible was "It isreally difficult to realize 
that in the days of Jesus there was no Old Testament 
in existence such as we have—one book in which all the 
books were bound together was not - then even possible. 
The fashion to have books in the form of leaves which-
were fastened together did not come in until two cen-
turies or more later. _The books-of Jesus' time were all 

v in the form of rolls varying from a few to twenty or 
thirty feet in length. They had a roller at each end, and 
the reader as he read the narrow columns wound up with 
one hand and unwound with the other. .To be the pos-.  
sessor Of an Old -Testament would then mean the pos-
session of a very considerable-  series of such rolls. But 
again,-this Old Testament did not yet exist. All that ex-
isted was a more or less complete list of books which 
were separated from others in that they were regarded 
as sacred—a sacredness, however, which had not been 
clearly defined, but which rather registered more or less 
perfectly the preferences of the large majority of devout 
people.' 

This Hebrew Bible had three main divisions : (1) The 
Law (Torah). (2) The Prophets_ (Nebiim). (3) The 
writings (Kethubim). 

Because of expense it is unlikely that many households 
possessed all the Old Testament books '(and even very 
few Synagogues had complete copies-Luke iv. 16 ff. 
shows us that the Synagogue at Nazareth possessed 
copies of the Prophetical works). But through the use 
of whatever was available in the household (note how the 
stories of Biblical history took the place of what we now 
call "children's literature "); those passages learnt by 
heart in the Synagogue School, and the Synagogue ser-
vices themselves, a working knowledge, of the Jewish 
Bible would be acquired by most (cf. Luke ix.- 54). It 
is certain that Jesus acquired a very proficient knowledge 
of the Scriptures by these means (cf. Luke ii.' 46-47), and 
it is probable that He increased it by visiting other Syna 
gogues (in particular, Capernaum). 

Teacher's Preparation. 
"Poetry is the mother-tongue of the human race." This 

is true of the Hebrew people—their earliest-literary efforts 
found expression in this form. 

Everywhere the oldest form of poetry is that preserved 
in folk-lore and folk-song—the following examples of such 
folk-poetry in Hebrew literature may prove helpful :- 

(a) In Family Life— 
the Wedding Song---Song of Solomon 

(cf. also Is. v. 1)• 
lament for the dead—Larri. 
(note that in the latter women were the composers 
and performers, and sought to increase their col- , lection of dirges and handed down their art by 

' instruction—cf. Jer. ix. 17 and 20). 
Also individual laments as againk "official" 

2 Sam. i. 17 ff. David's lament for Saul and 
Jonathan. 
2 Sam. iii. 33-4, lament for Abner. 

(b) In the Life of the Community— 
Song of the Well—Num. xxi. 17 ff. 
Taunt-songs—Is. xxiii. 16. 
"No banquet proper can .well have been without-
music, including songs, e.g., 
Vintage Blessing—Is. lxv. 8. 
Harvest Songs-Is. ix. 3. 
Sheep-shearing-1 Sam. xxv. 4 ff., 2 Sam. xiii. 
23. 

2 Sam. xix.'35 tells us that singing men and women 
were part of the personnel of the royal court. 

Samson's riddle and his reply (Judges xiv. 14 and 
18) is a specimen of the wit which may have been 
in vogue at " social games " and merrymakings._ 

(c) In the Religious Life— 
Religious gatherings were joyous feasts, and we may 

conclude that music and poetry had their place in such. 
Also it is extremely probable that the ancient priestly 
oracles (cf. Gen. xxv. 23) were in verse ; likewise the 
Aaronic blessing (Num. vi. 24-26). 

(d) In the. National Life— 
Songs of Boastfulness and Superiority : 

Song. of Lamech, Gen. iv. 23-4. 
Sayings of Noah, Gen. ix. 25-27. 
Blessings of Jacob, Gen. xlix. 
Blessing of Moses, Deut. xxxiii. 

" The principal specimen of the real hiStorical folk-song 
is the fine song of Deborah, Judges v. . . ." Of other 
war-songs we posses only fragments (Num. xxi. 14, 27-
30, Joshua x. 12), or very brief extracts compressed into 
a single verse, such as the Song at the Passage of the 
Red Sea (Ex. xv. 21), and that which was sung in honour 
of Saul and David when they defeated the Philistines 
(1 Sam. xviii. 6 ff.)." (Note that Ex.'xv. 1-20 is a later 
expansion of Ex. xv. 21). 

It is important to remember that behind these writings 
lay two books which provided the basis of much that we 
possess, and marked the beginning of writing among the 
Hebrews. 

(a) The Book of the Wars of the Lord (cf. Num: xxi. 
14)—a collection of ancient War-sOngS, and 
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Young People's Topic. 
BY REV. W. P. AUSTIN. 

"The Jesus of Poets and Prophets." 
(Text-book as title : S.C.M. 4s. 6d.). 

(5) Tennyson : The Poet as Seeker. 
(Young People's Topic for Sunday, July 5th, 1925). 

Readings indicated on Topic Card: 

LIKE two mighty rivers flowing through and fertilising 
the soil of the nineteenth century were the poems of 
Browning (.1812-1889) and Tennyson (1809-1892), between 
whom existed no ordinary friendship. They viewed the 
problemS of their age (that of industrial revolution and 
scientific evolution) from. a Christian standpoint, and gave 
a firmer foundation to faith. 

Nevertheless, there were obvious differences in their 
work. Browning's virile optimism and, metaphysical 
gifts enabled him to burst through the barriers of doubt 
and ground his faith " flat on the nether springs' of 
Divine love. Tennyson's wistful faith : 

"faced the spectres of the mind 
And laid them," 

only after a stern conflict. He was Me Seeker, under-
taking with Galahad and Percival the " Holy. Quest" 
of the vision that should create a faith capable of healing 
all his own ills and all the wickedness of the world. 

I. 
In Tennyson's conception of the Person of Jesus it is 

not easy to distinguish separate elements, for he left 
intact the seamless robe of the Divine-Human Personal-
ity. Thus, in the Prologue to "In Memoriam," he wrote : 

" Strong Son of God, immortal Love - 
• • 	• , • 

T• hou seemest h• uman and divine, 
The highest, holiest manhood, thou." 

And the gospel story—" truth embodied in a tale "—is 
summed up in the lines : 

" And so. the Word had breath, and wrought 
With human hands the creed of creeds 
In loveliness of perfect deeds, 

More strong than all poetic thought." 
Tennyson frequently alludes to the Kingship of Jesus. 

Thus Gareth cries : 
-"Follow the Christ, the King, 

Live pure, speak true, right.wrong, follow the King." 
And King Arthur himself swears 

" by the deathless King 
Who died and lived for men." 

II.  
A vivid realization of „sin runs through all Tennyson's 

writings. " In Memoriam " speaks of "a world of sin." 
" Maud" demands : 

"Put down the passions that make earth Hell.! 
Down with ambition, avarice, pride, 
Jealousy down ! cut off from the mind 
The bitter springs of anger and fear; 
Down too, down at your own fireside, 
With the evil tongue and the evil ear, 
For each is at war with mankind." 

Of the " Idylls. of the King," too, Francis Thompson 
wrote : 

"Tennyson's idea has been to show the gradual dis; 
ruption of Arthur's court and realm through the little 
pitted speck in garnered fruit ' of Guinevere's sin, which 

rotting inwardly slowly moulders all.' This he does by 
a series of separate pictures, each exhibiting in a pro-
gressive style the disintegrating process. Each exhibits 
some definite development of decaying virtue in court 
or kingdom . . . It is a crescendo of moral laxity ; 
and throughout, by constant little side-touches, he keeps 
before our mind how all this is sprung from the daily 
visible 'sin of the Queen's life." 

III.  
In harmony with this view of sin is Tennyson's con-

ception of the work of Jesus. In. an early poem (" Sup-
posed Confessions, etc.") he wrote : 

" 0 God, my God ! have .mercy now, 
I faint, I fall. Men say that Thou 
Didst die for me, for such as me, 
Patient of ill, and death, and scorn, 
And that my sin was as a thorn. 
Among the thorns that girt Thy brow 
Wounding Thy soul." 

The well-known lines may be recalled also in which he 
pictures the bells ringing out the old year of human sin 
and ringing in the new year of redeemed humanity, : 

"Ring out old shapes of foul disease ;. 
Ring out the narrowing lust of gold ; 
Ring out the thousand wars. of old, 

Ring in the thousand years of peace. 
"Ring in the valiant man and free, , . 

The larger heart, the kindlier hand ; 
Ring out the darkness of the land ; 

Ring in the Christ that is to be." 

IV.  
That lives so closely linked as Browning's and Tenny-

son's should close on characteristic notes, each express-
ing faith in the future, is worthy of remark. On the day 
of .Browning's death his "Asolando " was published, with 
its soul-stirring, manly "Epilogue," bidding us " greet the 
unseen with a cheer," and "cry, Speed;—fight on, fare 
ever, There as here.' " 

And in Tennyson's eighty-first year he wrote " Crossing 
the Bar," which his son called, " the crown of your life's 

-work "—the mellow, peaceful, homing lines, the last 
stanza of which we quote : 

" For tho' from out our bourne of 'Time and Place 
The flood may bear me far, 

I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
When I have crost the bar." 

(b)_Book of the Upright (cf. Josh. x. 13b, and 2 Sam. 
i. 18), an ancient song-book containing more 'than war-
songs, " and whose composition, Or'at least, completion, 
must be brought down as far as the time of Solomon." 

From the above short account it will be seen that our 
Scripture portions for _this- lesson form only a very small 
fragment of Hebrew poetry (note also that the Propheti-
cal poetry has not been discussed). Lack of space forbids 
any detailed exposition of the Lesson portions, but it 
is thought that teachers will be able to interpret them, 
or add to them, by means of the 'above hints. 

Lesson Outline. 
Begin with a talk about schools, their buildingS, equip;. 

ment, subjects, sports, etc. Jesus went to school, but 
what differences betWeen His school and ours. 	The 
schools in His days were attached to the Synagogue (ex-
plain that this meant the " Church," of that time). There 
were no desks, or even benches, the scholars sitting cross= 
legged 'in front of the teacher, who was raised slightly 
above them. The subjects would be very few, probably a 
little arithmetic, reading ,(Scripture being probably the 
only text-book), and Writing, more as a help to reading 
than for its own sake. So that reading appears to be the 
most important subject—the scholars always recited'their 
lessons aloud and memorized great portions (refer to Chi-
nese schools) and thus Jesus and other children became 
acquainted with the Bible. Explain .what this Bible - con-
sisted of (see introduction). 

To-day we are to think of one special kind of reading 
that Jesus would enjoy, and about which He would hear 
much at home,  when the family circle would gather, and 
stories about their fathers in the king, long ago would, 
be told. (ScholatS will probably be able to tell_ of Eng-
lish- folk-lore taught them at the day- school). Irriagine 
how the eager and _responsive young "mindof Jesus would 
drink in the wonderful stories of the exploits of the early 
Hebrews—their deliverances by the leading of their God, 
and with what varying emotions He would: sing again 
those:, praise-songs (Psalms). 

The Lesson can well lead up to a consideration of the.  
Golden' Text and emphasis laid upon personal knowledge 
of God's goodness and gifts, and therefore the duty and 

.privilege of praise. _Several hymns in the _school book 
could well be used, e.g., 138 and 139. 

Suggestion's for Senior Classes. 
1. Consider the effect of environment upon poetical 

themes. 
2. How -far can we say that inspiring works are 

inspired? 
3. Sketch the forces at work in building up the library 

of the Old Testament, e.g., natural selection because of 
religious significance, its prophetie character, glamour 
of, a great name, ecclesiastical authority (note the highly-
trained spiritual discernment of the Jewish people). 

4. Describe the characteristics of Hebrew religion as 
revealed in their songs and poems, e.g., the idea of God, 
of themselves, and of others. 

5. Discuss the probability that Jesus in His early years 
visited other Synagogues, notably those at Capernaum, 
to read 'more widely in the Scriptures than was possible 
at Nazareth.- (This will help us to understand His ac:. 
quaintance with books other than those finally-accepted— 
also explain why He was so freely admitted and allowed 
to teach there, though not a Rabbi, etc.) 

News of Our Churches. 
MINISTERIAL ARRANGEMENTS. 

Lowe; H. Gilbert, has accepted the invitation-. to suc-
ceed Rev. C. W. Bendle as superintendent of the 
Devonport Circuit at Conference, 1926. 

Falkner, Walter, has accepted a unanimous invitation 
to remain in the Grantham Circuit a fourth year, till 
Conference, 1927. • 

Bennett, E. E., will leave Thompson Memorial Flail, 
Sunderland, in 1926. The Circuit has reluctantly 
released him from a longer engagement owing to the 
ill-health of his son. 

-- Dunn, W. H., has accepted an invitation to remain 
in the Mullion section of the Helston Circuit until 1927. 

Anniversaries-  . 
, 

 
Blaenayon.—A most successful - and enjoyable series 

,-01 Sunday School anniversaries has been held in this 
circuit. (Abersychan).—The singing and reciting were 
of a high order and reflected great credit on those 
responsible for the training. The singing was under 
the conductorship of Mr. Martin, with 'Miss Gladys 
Watkins as organist. A fine company gathered at each 
of the three services on Sunday, and at the .tea and 
concert on Monday. Rev. J. Hopper presided at all 
the services. 	Collections, etc., £16; (Garndiffaith).— 
Crowds came to all the services and the tea. A large 
and well trained choir rendered special' Sunday music. 
The juvenile choir also did splendidly on -.Sunday after-
noon and in their concert on Monday.- Mr. Harry 
Watkins, choirmaster, was the trainer and conductor. 
Mr. Bert Williams presided at the .organ and Mr. 
Fred Coles at the piano. The reciters were trained by 
Miss Edith Brown. Rev. J. Hopper was the preacher. 
Financial result about £47.. (Blaenavon).—The sing- 
ing and reciting was again very good. 	The financial 
result was. affected by the terrible and long 'depression 
in the mining and other industries, for Blaenavon is 
a town with about two-thirds of the men out of work, 
many of them for over twelve months. Notwithstand-
ing this a most enjoyable and profitable time was experi-
enced. Mr. Burchill trained the large choir and con-
ducted. the singing. Mrs. Smith presided at the organ, 
and Rev. J. Hopper presided over the services. 

Blackpool (Springfield Road.).—The Sunday School 
anniversary services were held on June 21st and were 
most ,successful. Preacher, Rev. G. W; Hall Wallis 
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.(pastor). In the afternoon a floral service entitled 
'With God in His Garden -"-composed by the pastor-
was. splendidly rendered by the scholars. The Primary 
children sang and recited at morning and afternoon 
service, and the scholars sang morning and evening, 

...and at night the choir, under the direction of Mr. N. 
Hodgson, rendered two anthems. There were record 
congregations. On Tuesday the Rev. G. W: Hall 
Wallis gave his popular lecture, "IS a Bird in the hand 
worth two in the Bush?" to a splendid congregation. 
Mr. Handel Wilde preSided. The collections-L'55 
4s. 6d.-were easily a record. The officers and teachers 
were very much cheered by this result. 

Elland (Temperance Street).--The Sunday School 
anniversary services were conducted by Rev. C. E. Pen-
rose, for the twelfth year in succession. The chuch was 
full at each service, and the Primary scholars and choir 
rendered

1 
 special items. Mr. Wil,fredi Peel conducted 

and Mr. J. C: Aldam presided at the organ. Mr. 
Arthur Lockwood, of Leicester, addressed the 
scholars in the afternoon. Collections £104, an 
increase on last year. 

Huddersfield (Moldgreen).-The 90th Sunday School 
-,anniversary was held on June 14th, =when special hymns 
and anthems were sung by the choir and scholars. 

"Preacher, Rev. Alfred Booth. Rev. Frank H. Chambers 
w as the preacher in the afternoon. Large congregations 
were present at each service. On the previous Thurs-

-day, Mr. Fredk. Wrigley was presented with a handsome 
-lock, suitably inscribed, in recognition of his services 
• to the church and school, and to mark the 21st yeal-  of 
his conductorship of the anniversary music. 

Kingswood (Wesley Memorial).-The church anniver-
sary, June 21st. Rev. CharleS Pye (Ex-President) was 

'-the preacher. Magnificent congregations. In the after-
noon the Kingswood Philharmonic Male Voice Choir, 
conductor, Mr. ,Newman, rendered an excellent pro-
gramme. Collections about £30. On the previous 
Saturday "Wesley Day " was celebrated. The teachers 
and scholars were given a free tea according to the will 
of the late Mr. Robert Furber. A pleasant social even-

- ing was spent in the gi-ounds of Kingscote House (by 
permission of Mr. and Mrs. G. Peters). 	Sports and- 
games were rndulged in and prizes distributed. 	The 
-Bristol East Temperance Band (conductor, Mr. G. White) 
was in attendance. Rev. E. Marshall Moyle thanked all 
for a happy afternoon and evening. 

Liverpool North (Stuart. Road).-Sunday School anni-
versary services were held on June 7th. Preacher, Rev. 
J. Sydney Jones (pastor). . In the - afternoon a united 
gathering of Sunday School and Brotherhood was held, 
-presided over by Mr. Ledger, and an interesting demon-
stration of Primary work was given. At each service 
special music- was rendered by the choir and children ; 
leader, Mr. Hugh Kershaw. The services were con-
tinued on the following Sunday, preacher, Rev. Leonard 
England (a former minister). All the services were 
-successful. 

London, Brixton (Fentiman Road).-The 79th Sunday 
School anniversary services were held on June 21st. 
Rev. Fred Barrett preached to good congregations.. In 
t he afternoon, a great congregation filled the church. 
Mr. A. R. Brown, an, old scholar, presided. Under the 
.(direction of Mr. H. J.-Moon, the scholars gave a demon-

, stration, "The Life-boat," which greatly interested and 
helped. - On the Monday evening, Mr. C. W. Hodgson 
presided over a crowded meeting. The secretary's re-
port was presented by Mr. L. W. Bower, and prizes by 
:Miss Hodgson. The teachers rendered a missionary 
sketch, " The Lady with the Lamp." The singing of the 
(children and the choir, led by Mr. H. T. Moon and Mr. 
P. Dommett was -a special feature of the services. 

London (King's Cress Mission).-At the Sunday 
School anniversary the children sang special hymns. 
Great credit is due to Mr. E. H. Moody (Sunday School 

-- superintendent), who conducted and trained the 
.Children. A short sketch entitled "Notices " was given 
In the afternoon by .the children, under the direction of 
-Mr. T. J. Green. Mr..- R. A. Parfitt was chairman at 
-the Sunday afternoon service. The Boys' Life Brigade 
and the Girls' Life Brigade attached to the 

-mission -  paraded at the evening service, prior to 
_which they were inspected by Rev. R. and Mrs. Key, 
the former minister and his wife. The prizes were 
'distributed on Monday, June 8th, when 90 scholars . 
obtained prizes for good attendance and 10 members 

,of the 115th Company of the Boys' Life Brigade were 
'given stripes for smartness, • regular attendance at 
-parades, and general knowledge. Mr.' C. E. Cann. 
of Finchley, presided. Mrs. R. P. Campbell presented 

-the prizes, Captain S. Eales, 0.C., the 10th London 

Battalion, presented the stripes. Ten scholars were 
awarded medals for attending school-  on every possible 
occasion. Circuit prizes and certificates in the Scrip-
ture examination were also presented. The secretary 
reported that the school was in a very flourishing con-
dition, the increasing numbers- of scholars being due t_ 
the formation of the G.L.B. and the B.L.B. There was 
a balance in hand of £2 10s. 8-id. Collections and 
,donations £13 ; a record. 

Bazaars. 
London, Forest Hill (Waverley Park).-A very success-

ful bazaar was held on May 21st, 22nd and 23rd. The 
numerous articles on the stalls testified to the keen effort 
of. the workers. On the first day, Mr. C. E. Cann, of 
our Waterloo Church, presided. 	A statement of the 
object of the bazaar was given by Rev. Stanley Luke, 
who outlined the purport of the effort, and said they were 
hoping for £250 ; the proceeds to assist the debt reduc-
tion scheme, and in order to meet the 'deficit in current 
church expenses. Rev. S. Gordon followed with an ad-
dress. The opening ceremony was performed. by 
,,Sliepherd, representing Mr. W. J. Mallinson, J.P. The 
second day was opened by Mr. W. J. Horner (a former 
church secretary). The chairman was Mr. James 
Webber, and Rev. C. H. I5oppleton also spoke. The 
third day (Children's Day) commenced with a delightful 
Japanese performance by scholars of the Sunday School, 
and reflected great credit on the training by Mesdames 
Richardson, Kirkham and Miss Carr. The chairman 
was Master D. R. York, aged seven, and other children 
took part in reading arid prayer, the ceremony being of 
a unique character. Miss Eveline Jenkinson, the opener, 
received purses from juvenile collectors. Proceeds, £234. 

General. 
Blackpool (Springfield Road).-A most successful con-

cert was held in the North Pier Pavilion, in aid of the 
Restoration Fund of the church and school. The con-
cert was given by the Blackpool Amateur Symphony 
Orchestra, and Blackpool Lyric Choir, both conducted 
by Mr. Percy Dayman, assisted by Mr. Norman Hodg-
son (choir master), Miss Ada Preston (choir) and Mr. 
Arthur Coppock (organist) of Springfield Road, and Mrs. 
Andrews, elocutionist. The concert was well organized, 
and • -was attended by nearly 700 people, and was 
thoroughly enjoyed. Rev. G. W. Hall Wallis, pastor, 
presided. 	The net proceeds amounted to over ,44. 
Great credit is due to Mr. C. Wain and Mr. S. Marsden, 
who with the pastor ,worked very hard to ensure the 
splendid success of the concert. 

Quarterly Meetings. 
Bradford,' S.E.-Rev. F. W. Steward presided. 

Nurnerical and financial statements satisfactory. Rev. 
W. J. Teague reported progress in arrangements made 
for a Circuit Young People's ,Campaign in October. 
Rev. G. Froggatt spoke of the work done on behalf of 
the local preachers, and also gave a report of the Dis-
trict meeting. Mr. F. J. Wallis was passed on to his 
second quarter on trial as local preacher. Excellent 
reports were given. respecting his services. Rev. F. W. 
Steward was heartily thanked for his efficient service as 
superintendent during the past four years, and good 
wishes were expressed for a happy and successful ministry 
in his new sphere of labour. Mr. Steward responded. 

Bridgtown and Bloxwich.-Mr. T. Gill (minister) pre-
sided. Congratulations were extended to Mr. and Mrs. 
H. A. Smith (circuit steward and circuit Y.P. secretary) 
on their marriage. Two lay preachers on trial were 
directed to prepare and preachetrial sermons at, both 
churches. The minister's reports on the work and activi-
ties at the two churches were considered fairly satisfac-
tory. The pressing needs were a new Sunday School at 
Bloxwich and renovations and extensive repairs at the 
Bridgtown Sunday School and chapel roof. 

Bury, Brunswick.-Rev. Robert Noble presided. A 
letter of good will was sent to Rev. ,E. C. Bartlett, who 
was away from home owing to ill health, together with 
sincere hopes for his speedy recovery. Reports as to the 
spiritual, financial and numerical condition of the circuit 
and the several churches were presented, revealing that 
much earnest work was being carried on. A thoughtful 
conversation, seeking ways and means of reviving in-
terest in public worship and Sunday School work took 
place, and.a desire for work of an aggressive character 
was. manifest. Reports of the Disti:ict meeting were re-
ceived with interest. The meeting confirmed the invita-
tion accorded to Rev. Chas. H. Jones to labour in the 
Heywopd Street section from August, 1926, and Rev. R. 
Key announced his acceptance of the invitation to remain 
in the circuit until August, 1927. 

Camelford and Wadebridge.-Rev. I. Leaver presided. 
A letter of sympathy was sent to Mr. W. Blake, a local 
preacher of many years of service, during his indisposi-
tion. Words of appreciation were expressed in recogni-
tion of many years of active and faithful service as a 
local preacher by the late Mr. Piper, who had just passed 
away. Mr.' R. Blewett passed a satisfactory examina-
tion, and was placed on' the full plan. The financial re-
port, which showed a slight debit balance, was adopted. 

Halifax West.-Rev. F. J. Wharton, presided. The 
meeting was interested to meet Mr. Kaye, a former 
worker in the circuit, who has been in the U.S.A. 
twenty-nine years. He warmly tha.nked the members 
for their welcome. Good wishes were expressed to Rev. 
P. S. Johnson, whd is leaving, and he responded. 
Balance in hand £4. is. 2d. The numerical statement 
showed 489 members, an increase of 21. A goodly 
number had been transferred from the King Cross 
Church, and several young people had been added at 
Mount Sion. An increase in the contributions to the 
College Fund was forehadowed. Missionary receipts 
are slightly down, but the circuit has played a large 
part in the united missionary bazaar. Reports of the 
District meeting were given by Miss Eastwood and Mr. 
A: Riley. Arrangements were made for a welcome 
meeting to Rev. A. Wilcock. 

Helston and Porthleven.-Rev. J. G. B. Corin pre-
sided. The_ two brothers G. and L. Tyacke having 
passed the Connexiorial local preachers' examination, 
were received on the approved list. Sympathy was ex-
pressed with the widow of Brother R. Richards, a local 
preacher of choice spirit for more than 40 years,and with 
Rev. F. Pearn in the severe illness of his father, and 
Rev. W. H. Dunn in the -serious illness of Mrs. Dunn. 
The chairman and Rev. W. H. Dunn were invited for 
the fourth and third year respectively. The former de-
ferred his decision, while the latter accepted. It was 
decided to appropriate 36300 of the purchase money, 

800, of Trelawny House to balance the accounts and 
to provide a working credit balance. Reference was 
made to the close of Rev. F. Pearn's four years' suc-
cessful ministry. As the minister of the Meneage 
Street section and circuit secretary his task had been an 
onerous one, the difficulties of which had been faced 
with courage and courtesy. As a preacher he had 
steadily grown upon the congregations, and a 
freshened interpretation of Christ was attributed to his 
ministrations. The prayers and 'best wishes of the 
brethren were expressed for a blessing upon his life and 
ministry in London. 

Macclesfield (Park Street).-Rev. Walter Attoe pre-
sided. It was noted with pleasure that there were 
present in the meeting Brother W. W. Weir, now of 
Prestatyn, and Brother W. Varley, recently recovered 
from a serious illness. Greetings were extended to 
these two friends. Votes of condolence were extended 
to .Rev. C. F. Hill, late superintendent of the circuit, 
and Brother Baskerville (Withington Lane Church), in 
the loss of their wives. The report of the Missionary 
Secretary showed an increase of .18 on the previous 
year, and the numerical and financial statements were 
satisfactory, the latter showing a balance of 
Valedictory words were spoken to Rev. J. Martin by 
Messrs. W. Varley, J. Cantrell, R. Clarke, Broughton 
and Pemberton, the meeting heartily wishing him God-
speed in his new circuit, and it was learned with regret 
by the meeting that the Rev. Walter Attoe had defi-
nitely decided to leave the circuit in 1926. The report 
of District meeting was presented by 'Mr.. Ravensdale( 
with sympathetic reference to the late Rev. E. Bocock. 

Poynton.-Rev. S. C. Heard presided. Reports .of 
District meeting were given by Messrs. P. Barber and 
A. Walker, which 'led to animated discussion on the 'work 
of Sabbath School. It was decided to send a representa-
tive to Summer School at Harrogate. Four young men 
placed on trial as local preachers. Financial statement 
considered satisfactory, the adverse balance reduced to 
a small amount. 

Sunderland, Park Road.-Rev. John Preshous pre- 
sided. Reports of missions and young people's work 
were received: The numerical statement showed a de- 
crease of six members, with an increase of 21 junior 
members. The financial statement presented a slight 
deficit. 'A resolution expressing appreciation of the 
five years' service of the chairman was recorded in the 
minutes. Many cordial expressions of esteem were 
made from all parts of the circuit. Much regret was 
felt that he was compelled to retire from active service• 
at the coming Conference. 

Booklets for Christian Workers 
joining the Church.-Manual for Church 

Membership and Preparation Classes. By 
• Rev. H. J. Watts. Single copies, 4d., post-

age extra. Twelve copies, 3s. Postage extra. 
Guide to Membership with Church Certifi-

cate. Single copies, lid., postage id. extra ; 
or 1/6 per dozen copies. 

Our Church-its Government and Doctrines. 
By Rev. E. C. Urwin, M.A., B.D. Single 
copies 2id., postage extra. 

A Crusade for Young England. By Rev. 
T. A. Jefferies, F.L.S. Single copies 9d. net. 
Postage, extra. 

Oni Belief. By Rev. R. H. B. Shapland. 
Single copies 10d. Postage extra. 

The LegiOn' of Service : An Exposition and 
Handbook By Rev. T. A. Jefferies, F.L.S. 
is. net. Postage, extra, 

'HENRY -  HOOKS, 

12^ FarrIngdon Avenue, London, E.C.4 

APPOPITMENT VACANT. 

WANTED Lay Agent for the Tiverton and Bampton 
Circuit. single ; state salary required ; a candidate 

for the ministry may be considered.-Apply to C. J. 
Seymour. Cheriton Fitzpaine, near Crediton, Devon. 

'SITUATION VACANT. 

CARETAKER wanted for Paradise Road Church. 
 Clapham. S.W. ; respectable married man pre-

ferred.-Apply by letter to F. Byard, 12 Sibella Road, 
Clapham, S.W.4. 

CHILDREN'S EXERCISES. 
ATTRACTIVE EXERCISES SUITABLE FOR 

S. S. ANNIVERSARIES AND CHURCH FESTIVALS 
are " The Building of the Lighthouse " (price 2d. net) ; " The Victorious Cross " 
(1d.) ; " Suffer the Little Children " (2d.) ; " The Golden Chain of Empire " (2d.) ; 
" Gathering of the Nations " (3d.) ; " The Bridge of Hope " (2d.) ; " Building 
the Church " (2d.) ; " The Golden Door " (2d.) ; " Pyramid of Life " (2d.) ; 
" Harvest Gleaners " (1d.) ; " The Seven Limps " (2d.) ; " Help from the Little People," 
for Bazaar opening (2d.) ; " The End of the Rainbow," by Rev. A. G. Simpson, F.R.A.I. 
(2d.) ; " The Shining Beacon," a Service of Song, by W. S. Green (2d.) ; 	The Bridge Beautiful," a Floral Service of Song, by W. S. Green (2d.) 

Speeimeas of the whole series for ls. post free. 

GIFT 
BOOKS 

ANn 

PRIZES  
HENRY HOOKS, 12 Farringdon Avenue, London, MCA. 

MAKE YOUR SELECTION 

FROM 

OUR NEW 

CATALOGUE 



25 words for ls. and one Halfpenny for each additional word. 
Three Insertions for price of two 

ALL COMMUNICATIONS RESPECTING ADVERTISEMENTS should be 
addressed to the ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER, " United Methodist," 
12 Farringdon Avenue, London, E.C.4. 

Tana Tales 	 2/6 net 
Being stories of life in East Africa on the Red River. (Illustrated). 
By Revs. J. H. PHILLIPSON, F.R.A.I. and R. R. B. SHAPLAND. 

One of our Ministers writes :—" In the course of a missionary 
talk I read the first chapter of ' Tana Tales.' A fine testimony to 
the charm of this delightful book was furnished by the appreciative 
comments that were heard on' every hand. Six members immediately 
ordered a copy." 

Miss Laburnum 
and Other Stories 

By the late Mrs. A. E. DOBSON, with foreword by Rev. J, A. Dobson, 
and illustrations by Rev. F. P. Argall 

The book consists of missionary, Cornish, and miscellaneous stories, 
graphically told with poignant power. It will appeal to all lovers 
of Foreign Missions. 

Life of Samuel Pollard 
Pioneer Missionary in China 

This biography has taken its place in missionary literatur7easileta 
By Rev. W. A. GRIST (Illustrated) 

worthy memorial of a great character and a great missionary. 
Only a limited supply left. 

Tight Corners in China 
By SAMUEL POLLARD (Illustrated) 	 Reduced to 2/- net 

Vivid stories of pioneer work in our South-West China Mission, by 
one of the most valiant missionaries of the United Methodist Church., 

Stories of the Miao 
, By SAMUEL POLLARD (Illustrated) 	 Reduced to 2/- net 

A wonderful story of work among a race of Aborigines who came to 
our mission in their thousands, " seeking Jesus." Here we have 
the arresting story of Stone Gateway. 

Romance of a Country Circuit 
By Rev. L. H. COURT (Illustrated) 	 2/6 net 

A fascinating story of the heroism, loyalty and devotion of many 
of our people in the villages of the West Country. 

A Mission in China 
By Rev. W. E. SOOTHILL, M.A. (Illustrated) 293 pp. Reduced to 2/6 net W. 

 striking description of the experiences met with, and the methods 
followed, during nearly a quarter of a century's work in connection 
with our Wenchow Mission. 

HENRY HOOKS, 
United Methodist Publishing House, 12 Farringdon Avenue, London, E.C.4 

2/6 net 

;Toffee &Luxe 
You can gel the' SM ILES' Chocolate-coaled tool Ask for 

Mackintosh's CHOCOLATE Toffee de Luna. 

FOREST GATE CIRCUIT. 
Forest flats-Katherine Read ... 

	

-Field Road 	.. 
laming Tewn-Shirley 

	

Plalstow-Harold Road... 	... 
Ilford-Ilford Lana 
Oraye-New Road.. 
Manor ark-Ronslord ROW -. 
East Ham-High Street, N. ... 
Mostoliff•on-Sea 

114in KInIP 
Southend 

Corner of Romford Road... 	... 
Near Forest Gate Station... 	... 
Bottom of Rathbone Street 	... 
Near Plaistow Station -, 
South of Ilford Station 
Enquire at Grays Station... 	... 
Near Manor Park Broadway ... 
Right of East Ham Station 	... 
Leigh Road (nr., corner of Argyll Road) 
Chalkwell Park, Eastwood Lane 	... 
Right of Seven Kings Station ... 
Woodgrange Drive, Southend ... 

Rev. A. R. BARNES 
Rev. J. H. BOWKER 
Rev. J. E. ELVIN 
Rev. C. P. HILL 
Rev. J. H. JAMES, M.A., LL.B., 

B.O. 
Rev. H. H. RILEY 
Rev. T. B. CLARKE 
Rev. W. J. REDMORE 
Rev. W. J. REDMORE (supervision) 
Rev. R. ASHBY HOWE 
Rev. T. J. WATSON 

Service commence at 11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m. 	Visitors will receive a hearts, weieenoc. 
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CHURCH F URNITURE ADVERTISE YOUR WANTS in the "UNITED METHODIST " 
GEO. M. HAMMER & CO., LTD., 
CROWN WORKS, ST. JAMES' RD., 
BERMONDSEY, LONDON, S.E. 16. 

MEMORIALS, FITTINGS FOR SCHOOLS, &c. 

INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION CUPS, ' 
OUTFITS-Dept. 11; 

MEMORIAL TABLETS 
in Brass and Bronze-Dept. Ila; 

WIRELESS SETS and Commode . 
Head-Phones and Loud Speakers-Dept. ilk. 

Write for Free Illustrated Lists t. 
•TOWNSHEN DS Ltd., Invest St., Birmingham. 

HARROGATE, 
ASHVILLE COLLEGE. 

FOR BOARDERS ONLY. 

Finest Situation. Thorough Equipment. 
University Staff. 	- 

Rev. ALFRED SOOTHILL, B.A., 
Head Master. 

EdgehIll Girls' College, 
BIDEFORD, N. DEVON. 

HEAD MISTRESS: 
Miss E. CUTHBERTSON HILL, B.A (Hons.Lond.) 

Beautiful situation. :: Large playing fields. 
Own Farm. 	 Fully qualified staff. 

For Prospectus, apply to Head Allatrosa, 
or Rev. W. TIM:TRY, Bursar, 

Culworth, Bideford. 

BOOKS 

TO BUY 

For YOUNG PEOPLE and 
others interested in Missionary 
Endeavour and Service. 

Suitable for Prizes or Personal 
Gifts. 

DECISION CARD 

HENRY HOOKS, 12 Farringdon Avenue, E.C.4. 

For MISSIONS or CHILDREN'S CRUSADE, 
With COUNTERFOIL for use of Officials. 

Price 2s. 100 net. 	Postage 3d. extra. 

• 

PREACHERS FOR JULY 5th.  
LONDON, 

Sottemea Park (Battersea Park Road)-10 a.m.. Sunday 
School ; 7 p.m., A. L. Morris. 

Napkin' Junction (Mallinson Road) - 11 a.m.. 
R. W. Gair ; 6.30 p.m., R. W. Gair. 

MB Lambeth (Fentiman Road. near Oval Station)-
11 a.m., F. Barrett ; 6.30 p.m., F. Barrett. 

Ilsokwell (Paradise Road) - 11 a.m.. A. C. Gcorge ; 
6.30 p.m., A. C. George. 

Nowlorton-Brunswick (Great Dover Street)-1l a.m.. 
A. W. Edwards ; 6.30 p.m.. J. Payne. 

CHURCH FURNITURE. 

MEMORIAL BRASSES FOR CHURCHES, 
SIMPLE DESIGNS FROM £5. SEND IN-

SCRIPTION FOR FULL-SIZE SKETCH. ILLUS-
TRATED BOOKLET OF CHURCH FURNITURE. 
ETC., POST FREE. MAILE & SON, LTD., 
CRAFTSMEN, 246 GREAT PORTLAND STREET. 
LONDON, W.1.  

MEMORIAL BRASSES OF FIRST QUALITY 
FROM £4. SEND WORDING FOR SPECIAL 

DESIGN OR ASK FOR BOOK 41 (FREE), F. 
OSBORNE & CO., LTD., 27 EASTCASTLE STREET. 
LONDON. W.1. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

BAZAARS.-If you are holding a sale of work, send 
for a stall of goods, or 80/- Sample parcel for 20/ 

Post paid.-Write for particulars. U.M.. 46 Wilson 
Street, London, E.C.2. 

BASKETS FOR BAZAARS,-Devonshire rustic and 
coloured baskets, always popular. unequalled 

variety. Carriage paid. Illustrated price lists free from 
original makers. Blackwell. & Son. 20 Cross Street, 
Barnstaple.  

64  PAGE BOOK ABOUT HERBS AND HOW 
TO USE THEM, 2d.• Send for one.- 

TRIMNELL. The Herbalist. 144 Richmond Road. 
Cardiff. Established 1879.  

KNITTING Art Silk-" Nuchene " Crepe. Mora-
cains. Rainbows from 1/3 lb. Wools lid. oz. 

Rug Wools 1/- lb. Free samples, ld. stamp.-Border 
Wool Co., New Bridge, Newcastle-on-Tyne. '  

DAINTY Undies-Art Silk Knickers 3/- pair. Hose 
1/- pair. Bargain List. Id. stamp.-Border Wool 

Co., New Bridge, Newcastle-on.Tyne.  

CHINA BARGAINS.-  Best quality Tea-sets. 5/6;  
 Dinner-sets, 18/6 : Toilet-sets, 12/6 ; complete Home 

Outfits, 32/6. Keenest Wholesale Prices for Caterers, 
Schools, Hotels, Bazaars. etc. Catalogue free.-Manu-
facturers, Liverpool Pottery, Burslem.  

wjALKING BECOMES A PLEASURE in the 
W " Bective" Shoe. Comfort from first day ; months 

after purchase they still look new. Send post card to 
" Bective," Northampton, for address of nearest Agent. 
One trial will make you a regular customer.  

ANTI-RHEUMATIC PURE WOOL KNITTED 
 CORSETS. Support without pressure. Invalu-

able to sufferers from rheumatism. Prevent chills. 
Unbreakable Boneless Coutil Corsets. List free.-
Knitted Corset Co., Mansfield Road. Nottingham. 
Mention "United Methodist."  

ARTIFICIAL TEETH Wanted (Old)-2s. each tooth 
on vulcanite, 4s. on silver. 6s. gold. No mislead-

ing prices. ' Cash by return.-Dental Works, Main 
Street. Carlton. Notts. Bankers. Lloyds. 	'  

BIRM IN ;HAM (King's Heath) needs 50 B.C. 
 Hymnals, in good condition.-State price, etc., 

A. G. Gascoigne, 40 May Lane, King's Heath, Binning-
ham. 

EDUCATIONAL. 
.70E1114 •IbU',E13URIC'El 

ELOCUTION SCHOOL. 
Vele. Culture. 	Public Speaking. 
Reeking. 	Private Lessons only. 

Apply See., 41 Woburn Square, London, W.C.1 
Tele: Museum 2386. 

PERSONAL. 

HOLIDAY. PREACHERS-Crowded services as-
sured by posting Hand-Painted Posters on your 

Notice Board. Best Work.-Love & Co.. 18A Bethel 
Street. Norwich. 

asi 
SUMMER CLEARANCE BARGAIN FOLDER 
and FREE BOOK, SOO ILLUSTRATIONS of 
Window Curtains to suit any type of 
window. "Direct from the Looms." 
Silk Sunfast Colour Nets, Filet Nets, 
Muslins, Casement Curtains, Fadeless 
Cretonnes, Blinds, Linens, Laces. 

Write to-day. Pattern Books Free. 
S. PEACH & SONS. 

199 The Looms, NOTTINGHAM. 

HOTELS, HYDROS, 
BOARD RESIDENCES, and 

_ PRIVATE APARTMENTS. 

BLACKPOOL_ Misses PILLING, IS 
■ Northumberland Avenue, NS. 

Public and Private Apartments. 	 U.M.  

BLACKPOOL -:Misses Ainley, 10 Crystal Road. 
■ S.S. Apartments, near Water- 

loo Station and sea. 	 U.M. 

BLACKPOOL.-Mrs.  MscFARLANE. 1 Car- 
 shalton Road, N.S. - Superior 

Private Apartments. 	 U.M, 

PLACKPOOL-DbeIT" atilinEnrultr;t altIney. 
off High Field Road. South shore. Homely Apartments ; 
board if desired ; terms moderate. 	 U.M.  

C O LWY N BAY-Superior Apartments. beauti- 
• fully situated, near sea. 

station, and shops.-Misses Pickering. "Somersby,"- 
Mostyn Road (late of Beach Mount, Morecambe).  

CO RN WA LI- Farmhouse Apartments, .good 
• centre, River Fal, 'buses ; mode-

rate terms.-Mrs. Mill, Gloweth Farm, Truro. 

LLANDUDNO• ment -
Nicely si

two minu 
tuated, Private Apart- 

s, 	tes from sea 
and promenade. - Misses Stratton, 	Nantyglin." 
Mostyn Avenue. 

VISITORS should stay at Seabrook 
House, 28/29 Cartwright Gardens.W.C.1. 

five minutes from Euston, St. Pancras, King's Cross 
Stations. Bed and breakfast 6/6. Telephone, Museum 
4858,-Mrs. GIBSON, proprietress.  

LYTHAM- Comfortable • Private Apartments. 
• close to shops. six minutes sea and 

station ; board if specially desired.- Misses Broome and 
Cowen, 10 Brook Road. Lytham, Lancs.  

LYTHAM -Comfortable Furnished Apartments, 

▪ 	

Central ; permanent or otherwise 
attendance.-Misses Dinsley, 119 Warton Street,Lytham. 
Near Sea Front.  

METHODIST OUEST NOUSE. Delightful situa- 
tion on beach ; homely and happy ; 

highly recommended. Stamp for souvenir. - J. U. 
Butterworth, Stanley House. Promenade, Llanfair-, 
fechan, N. Wales. 

OLD COLWYN; N. WALES. fortable 
Sunny Apartments. pleasantly situated, few minutes' 
Sea and Station. Well recommended. Moderate terms. 
-Mrs. Mead Lucas, " Kenilworth," 1 Fair Mount.  

w rain-PRESTATYN, N. WALES -ow 
 

fall, hills and sea = Misses Mellor, 	Werneth." 
Victoria Avenue. U.M.  

SANDOWN (It) -Apartments, close 
	sn iewso 

Island 	 t 
near railway, buses pass to Sandown and Ryde ; mode-
rate charges.-Miss Pollard, Rochdale," New Road, 
Brading.  

SANDOWN (Lc):  right on • sea-front.---Lovely,  
position. comfortable Board-Resi-

dence ; terms very moderate.-Mrs. T. Bartlett, Fair,  
Lea, Esplanade.  

SOUTHPORT. (MATLOCKHOUSE
(pulic and  b60Batil Street)-Apartments  

private); near Prom, Lord Street, churches, Methodist 
borne ; highly recommended by ministers ; piano ; bath 
invalids specially studied ; moderate terms. Stamp. 
Mrs. Hall.  

ST ANNES.Tui and vateAparlmts  re)::-es.cence, overlooking.  . 
Ashton Gardens, and one minute pier electric  light.- 
Mrs. Robinshaw, Bel-Air," 15 North Drive.  

TORQUAY- C.E. HOLIDAY HOME. Two,  

fromn 
R

guineas per week. Tennis.-Booklet. 
Rev, G. F. Owen, Haldon Road, Exeter. Stamped. 

WESTCLIFF-ON-SEA■ -Apartments cr a Board, central to 
all parts,-two minutes cliffs and bandstand ; week-ends 
a speciality.-Mrs. Phillips, Victoria Lodge, Park Road.. 
Southend-on-Sea. 

United Methodist Church, Springfield Rd, 
BLACKPOOL 

(Opposite Hotel Melropole). 
(One minute's walk from North Pier.) 

ALWAYS A BRIGHT GOSPEL SERVICE 
Minister : Rev. G. W. HALL WALLIS. 

Hearty Welcome to Vieltore. 

TOURS. 

FREE CHURCH TOURING "GUILD. 
FALL OF THE FRANC. 	REDUCED PRICES. 

£5 10 BELGIAN HOLIDAY, including 7 days • 
Bruges Hotels (three meals daily), travel, 
gratuities. etc.. or Seacoast, £5 19s., Excur-
sions, Ypres and Zeebrugge included. 

£7.17 6 LAKE OF LUCERNE, Weggis at foot 
of Rigi, 7 days. 

£12 17 L 
ay
UGANO AND ITALIAN LAKES. 14- 

d s. 
£12 17 L 

ay
UCERNE AND GRINDELWALD. 14. 

d s. 

£26 15 TOUR  
R°ME' FLORENCE AND VENICE.. 

ILLUSTRATED Booklet post free from 
Secretary, 55 Memorial Hall, London, E.C.4. 

EXCELSIOR PILLS. 
SOMETHING NEW.-A Cure for Weak Stomachs, 
Neurasthenia. Debility and Indigestion_ They make 
you keep well. All Herbs. Send P.O. now, and enjoy 
good health. 

Price 1/3, 3/. & 5/- per box, post free. 
Always keep a box handy. 

THE EXCELSIOR REMEDY CO. 
10 CRYSTAL ROAD, BLACKPOOL. 

INSURANCE IS A PRIMARY DUTY 
YOU OWE TO YOUR DEPENDENTS 

All Classes of Policies Issued by 

PEARL 
ASSURANCE Co., Ltd. 

Accumulated Funds £33,000,000. 
Apply Chief Office:High Holborn. W.C.I, or any representative 

LONDON 

Printed at MI Ms.otarr Pans, 1811 Rye Lane, Peckham, S.E. and Published by HENRY  Hoots,  11 Farringdca Avenue, London,  B.C.,  
hat the UNZIZD matrimmin C11011CL Thursday, July 2nd, 1925. 

HOE GRAMMAR SCHOOL, PLYMOUTH 
(ESTABLISH= 1867). 

0. P. DYMOND, M.A., Principal. 
P. J. DYMOND, 	A.I.C., Vice-Principal; 

SUCCESSES 1923-24 : 
LONDON•MATRICULATION: Eighteen. 
SENIOR LOCAL EXAMS : Forty-two. 
JUNIOR LOCAL EXAMS : Seventy-one. 

SAPIDIVRST. WOOLWICH, CRANWELL. & PAYMASTER. 
CADETS. MANY OTHER SUCCESSES. 

every Accommodation for Boarders. 
(Highest Testimonials). Grounds for Cricket, 
Tennis, and Drill. Safe Open-Sea Bathing. 

Premises recently extended. 

SHEBBEAR COLLEGE, 
N. DEVON. 

Headmaster : 
Mr. J. ROUNSEFELL, M.A.. B.Sc. (Lond.) 

An Ideal School for Boys. 
In the heart of the Country. 	is 	Own Farm. 

-Fees 48 and 51 guineas per annum. 
Apply for Prospectus to 

The Bursar, Rev. J. FORD REED. 


