
Blackpool Symphony Orchestra Safeguarding and Child Protection 

Blackpool Symphony Orchestra (BSO) is a community orchestra which presents an annual series of concerts 
but also recognises its role in developing players and audiences for the future. Collaborating with local arts 
organisations and running educational outreach projects is an important part of this work.   

Projects with local schools have included holding an open rehearsal at a local primary school, running a string 
workshop for school pupils and performing a joint concert with pupils from a local high school.  Rehearsals 
take place at Blackpool Sixth Form College and students are encouraged to join the orchestra. 

Thus, whilst the majority of orchestral members are over 18 there may be some regular players who are under 
18 or children who join the orchestra for a specific community project.   

Under the law (Children Act 1989 and Children Act 2004) and government guidance on how organisations 
should work together, voluntary groups have a responsibility to contribute to the safeguarding of the children 
with whom they work, to act on any concerns that a child is at risk of abuse and make sure that the way they 
work does not place children at unacceptable risk of harm. 

Safeguarding: the process of protecting children from harm – whether this harm is caused by accidents, 
deliberate abuse, neglect (deliberate or not) or factors such as bullying, prejudiced attitudes or a failure to 
enable children to participate in activities that are open to most of their peers. 

Organisations are expected to carry out the right DBS and barred list checks for individuals who  

• undertake a regulated activity on a regular basis.  Regulated activities include unsupervised activities: 
teaching, training, instructing, caring for or supervising children, or providing advice/guidance on well-
being, or driving a vehicle only for children.  

• For supervised activities organisations are expected to provide a ‘reasonable level’ of supervision and 
to decide whether the supervision they can provide will be enough to protect the children they work 
with. 

BSO Safeguarding Working Guidelines 

This policy applies to all members and participants in our rehearsals, events and concerts. 

Orchestral Members under 18 

Where a person under 18 wishes to play with the orchestra written permission must be obtained from a 
parent/guardian.   

The committee member with responsibility for membership will greet all new members and ensure that the 
BSO permission Form is completed for students under 16 years and emergency contact details recorded for 
players under 18 years.   

Parents are responsible for ensuring their safe transport to and from rehearsals and the concert venue.  

When young people are participating in BSO rehearsals and performances 

• At least two adults must be present at all times. 

• Rehearsals and instruction must be conducted in groups rather than individually.  

• Groups of children must not be left unsupervised at any point, even in rehearsal venues. 

• Supervision ratios should be as outlined by the Safe Network Guidelines 

• 4-8 years one adult to six children  

• 9-12 years one adult to eight children  

• 13-18 years one adult to ten children  

Community Projects 

BSO Community work involves partnerships with local primary and secondary schools.   

It is not anticipated that any regulated activities will take place.  Students may join the orchestra for rehearsals 
and participate in the concert.  Most rehearsals involve the full orchestra but there are occasional sectional 
rehearsals.  It is not anticipated that any individual tuition would take place prior to, during or after a rehearsal.  
In the unlikely event that this is required, prior permission must be sought from the BSO committee and 
Disclosure and Barring Service checks be carried out prior to its commencement. 

For community projects a member of the orchestra will be the BSO designated contact and be responsible 
for liaising with partner organisation.  Where a member of the orchestra works in the school either as a 
member of staff or as a visiting peripatetic instrumental teacher it is anticipated that this person is the most 
appropriate to take this role. 



The host school/organisation will take responsibility for gaining parental consent to participate in the event. 

Parents are responsible for transporting young pupils to and from the rehearsal/concert venue. 

The BSO designated contact will coordinate arrangements at the venue.  

At concert venues young people will be allocated a designated waiting area.  If possible there should be 
sufficient adults from the host school to supervise the children.  If additional adults are required to conform to 
the ratios stated above other adults asked to assist with students should whenever possible also have a DBS 
check. Students should be supervised at all times during rehearsals, events and concerts. 

The BSO designated contacts 

Named persons:  

• Helen Harrison (Musical Director) 

• Wendy Pallant (Website - Violin) 

 

 

 


